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My family, Your daughter!
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I am your daughter. You are my family.
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God Bless the Pecks
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[Jack&Betty 7OV I N Y Y75V ATREEMERES (330)

Tsubame Junior High School 24F Miho Takakuwa

I learned two things while I was in Petaluma.

One of them is the importance to tell our feelings.

N0

My host family was very friendly. The host
children asked me to join them a lot when they
played. But I was sorry that I was not able to accept

their offers because I had to finish my tasks. But they _
NARDY hF+S05—

Jack & Betty

understood my situation well when I said I wouldn’t

play with them.

It was not easy for me to tell my feelings to other people. But I had confidence when
my host family and I understood each other.

The other important thing is the difference of American and Japanese culture. I had
a trouble when I enjoyed shopping in the U.S.A. I was surprised to know that the clerks
mostly didn’t give the customers any plastic bags if they didn’t say that they wanted to
get one. It was quite opposite to the system in Japan. We have to tell anyone what we
want to do.

The life in the U.S.A made me find a lot of good and convenient things in my
country. The trip as an ambassador of Goodwill let me open my eyes to notice the
differences.

I hope I can speak English more fluently when I visit there someday again.

I really appreciate what my host family did for me.

Tsubame Junior High School 24  Yuriko Nakayama

There are two things I remembered in the U.S.A. The first one is to express myself.
I was not able to do it soon. So I couldn’t eat what I wanted. I had to think about what
I needed to do, and decided to tell my thoughts. Then it became easy to communicate
with the locals.

The second one is to feel the warmth of the people. They always tried to listen to
my poor English hard and used easy words when they talked to me. I felt their kindness
very often. I was a little afraid of talking with the people in foreign countries. But I want

to go abroad someday again.

&

Yoshida Junior High School 24¢ Shunya Kobayashi

I worried a lot about my trip before I left
Japan. | was very nervous at the immigration.
I met my host family at the first night. My
host mother said to me, “Hi.” and hold me
kindly. I was surprised to be welcomed that
way. I was not nervous any more. My host

family were very kind to me. I hope I see

them once more. I really appreciate them.

*Farewell Party

Yoshida Junior High School 24¢ Tomomi Hori

I enjoyed sightseeing in San
Francisco very much. I have two
impressive memories. One of them is
when I saw the Golden Gate Bridge. It
was a very beautiful day. The contrast

between the red bridge and the blue sky

was wonderful. I saw the Golden Gate
Bridge in my English textbook. But the *unrise Senior Cener
real one was much bigger and looked

more powerful than I imagined.

The second one is the cable car. There are a lot of slopes in San Francisco. It was
very exciting to go up to the steep slope by cable car. It was just like riding a roller
coaster in an amusement park. The view of the city from the top of the slope was
awesome.

I learned both the good points of the U.S.A. and Japan through the trip. I want to
keep studying English and cultures of foreign countries. I would like to do something
that is related with the people in various countries in the future.

I appreciate what the people helped me to go to the U.S.A. this time. Thank you very

much.

Bunsui Junior High School 14% Arisu Kosugi

My memory is that I visited many places with my host family. I had the best time
in the movie theater and a candy shop. The theater was larger than the ones in Japan.
They measured the candies at the shop to sell. They also sold jerry beans there.

I went to various stores, too. I made a lot of precious memories. I really appreciate
what my host family did for me. I will go back to the U.S.A.
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Tsubame Secondary School 24 Haruka Ochiai

I have two impressive things in my trip. The first one is that I experienced
homestay. I had a cold and suffered from hives during the stay. I made my host family
bother a lot. But they were always very sweet. I was glad that they let me take a rest and
gave some medicines to me. I could feel better thanks to their kindness. I had a full time
in my life in the U.S.A.

The second one is sightseeing. I visited the Golden Gate Bridge, Fisherman’s Warf,
and so on. It was good for me to see the real bridge that I saw in my English textbook a
year ago. It was much bigger than the one in the picture. The view from there was very
beautiful. I rode a cable car, too. It was very exciting to ride in the end of the car.

I had many first experiences through the trip. I hope I can visit the U.S.A. if I have
such an opportunity for my future dream. It was a precious experience for me. Thank

you for the good memories.

Tsubame Secondary School 24F Risa Tamahashi
At first, I thought about the

important thing to communicate with
the local people. I decided to give the
people some Japanese souvenirs to
let them be interested in Japan. I also
played some video games with the
children of my host family to become
good friends. I was glad to be close
to them. I am sure that I was able to

*Twin Peaks

improve my English.
Secondly, I could learn about American culture through the trip. I told my host family
about Japanese culture, too. The biggest difference between the U.S.A. and Japan was
food I had some food that was for the first time for me to eat. But they were delicious.
The best memory is to watch a movie with my host family at night. It was the movie
that I had wanted to watch. It was surprising and exciting for me to be able to watch it.

The twelve days were very special days for me.

Tsubame Secondary School 34F Yukako Okada

I’'m going to tell you about my homestay. My host family was cheerful and kind. I
had a good time with them. I had a lot of experiences in my homestay life. WE watched
movies and went shopping together, too. I enjoyed with them.

My best memory is to play a dance game with my host family. We played it after

49

dinner. They danced very well. We had some ice cream after the game. It was sweet and
good. I felt very sleepy after I ate it. It was around 11:00 p.m. Alice and I said good night
to them and went to bed. The night was a very wonderful time. I will never forget the

homestay.

Tsubame Secondary School 34 Suzuka Kawakami

I made two goals in my trip. The first one was to say my opinions actively in the
English lessons. But I was not able to express myself well. Because the teachers spoke
too fast in the lessons. It was very difficult to follow them. But I thought it was a good
opportunity to let myself to go on to the next stage.

The second one is to grow in knowledge of foreign countries. My host family is from
India. They taught me a lot about their country and the U.S.A. For example, they told
me about the cities in California, Indian curry, saris, and so on.

I found fun and difficulties of English when I spoke English. The feeling that I want
to make my dream come true became stronger. It is my treasure that I met the people in
California. I hope I can speak English better when I visit a foreign country again. I need
to learn English harder. I thank all the people who helped me to visit the U.S.A. as an

ambassador of goodwill.

Tsubame Secondary School 34 Rikako Sato

[ was very impressed with the happy circle of my host family in the U.S.A. I hardly
had such a time in Japan because I was too busy doing my homework and practices. I
talked with my host family after dinner every night. For example, we talked about what
we did on the day, what we learned at school, our friends, and so on. We not only talked
about ourselves but shared some information. I felt I could have such a happy time in
Japan.

I was not able to speak with them fluently enough, but they took care of me and
tried to understand my English. They used gestures and guessing when I didn’t express
myself well. The conversations with them had been changing into something interesting
from something difficult.

Thanks to the conversations, I could study a lot in the lessons. I was glad to have a
wonderful host family. I won’t forget the places, games, food, conversations, and so on.
They had me find the importance of communication, interest of English, and kindness
of people. I also found my future dream. I realized that I liked to study English. I will

remember the appreciation to them and work hard to make my dream come true.



Tsubame Secondary School 34F Satoe Moriyama

I made two aims to take part in the trip. One of them was to bring my tension

under control. The second one was to communicate with my host family. I decided to

keep them in my mind to spend my life in the U.S.A. I think I almost reach the goal of

the first aim. But I sometimes could not speak clearly. I was not able to achieve the end

of the second aim. I didn’t talk a lot because my vocabulary was not rich enough to talk

with the people. I want to learn more vocabularies to improve my English.

The best memory is that I stayed with my host family. I look into the dictionary to

talk with them a lot. I was glad that they understood me. They accepted me as a member

of them. I am grateful to my host family. I will study hard to visit foreign countries again.

Niigata Daiichi Junior High School 24¢ Yuka Tanabe

My best memory is to spend the time with my
host family. My host mother helped me with my
homework. I had just one time to enjoy playing
football with my host students, Ethan and Sophia.
I liked the dinner time with them a lot. We chatted
each other about our daily lives. My host father
made dinner almost every night. My favorite food
was tacos made by him.

The second good memory is to take English
lessons. We sand “God Bless America” every
time before we began studying We learned the
differences between the U.S.A. and Japan. The
impressive lesson was about the birth of the U.S.A.
[ learned it a little in my lesson in Japan. But
I didn’t learn about the Stars and Stripes then.
The number of the stars mean the number of the

*Presidio Middle School
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states. The color, red, means courage, white is truth, and blue means justice. I took good

English lessons for ten days.
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