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The visit that changed my perspective

Yoshidaminami Elementary School 6th Grade Chika Hosokai

This visit was the first opportunity for me to go abroad. So, I was very nervous before I
went to Australia.

But when I came back to Japan, I realized that I really had a very good time. I wanted
to stay there longer because my days in Australia were very full. I had various experiences
during those twelve days.

On the first day in Australia, we visited Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary. There were
kangaroos, crocodiles, bats, sheep, goats, and so on in the sanctuary. I was able to approach
and take some pictures of the kangaroos because they were jumping and lying in the field and
the visitors were allowed to enter there.

We met our host families in the evening and went to their homes. My host family was
wonderful. My host mother, Belinda, was the local coordinator of our study visit, and she
taught us English and about Australian culture. I went to school with her every day. She is a
very interesting person and a kind teacher.

My host father, Brett, is also an interesting person, but he is very busy. He wasn’t at home
often on the weekdays, so I saw him only that weekend. My host brother, Raymond, is a
university student. He stays in the dorm and usually works late at night. My host sister, Riani,
is eight years old. She played with me every night. I was sometimes tired, but we had a good
time. They keep two dogs and a tortoise. The dogs are very cute, and the tortoise seemed to
have a strong bite. Thanks to them, I spent my days in relaxation and without anxiety.

Then, we visited Brisbane and saw a famous bridge named “Story Bridge” . We saw
the beautiful night view from Kangaroo Point, too. We ate dinner in the restaurant where
Raymond worked. There was a touch panel to order food, and the dinner was very good.

Time flew by after the weekend. I had a very hard time saying good-bye to my host
family on the last day. On the returning plane ride, I even changed my mind about going back
to Japan. I thought I wanted to go back to my homeland at first, but I didn’t feel that way
anymore. | really enjoyed and made a lot of memories in Australia.
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My first visit to a foreign country

Bunsui Elementary School 6th Grade Arisa Hakoda

I made five memories during the visit.

The first one was riding planes. I was very worried about riding an airplane for the
first time, but I got to see some very beautiful views.

The second one was culturally exchanging with my host family and buddy students.
My host family was very kind to me and made me a lot of delicious food every day. I
was happy to see my buddy students because they greeted me cheerfully at school and
played with me every day.

The third one was sightseeing. I was able to see many things that I could not see
in Japan. The weather was really fine while we were in Brisbane. The sky was very
beautiful, too. I made a lot of memories at the places my host family took me during the
weekend and in downtown Brisbane.

The fourth one was taking the English lessons. Besides listening and speech
practices, the teacher gave us many opportunities to use English. She gave us treats
when we answered the questions correctly, and we learned some songs about birds in
Australia and a dance that indigenous Australians do. I wish I could have such lessons in
Japan as well.

The fifth one was eating the meals. My host family often ate Japanese-flavored food
which I enjoyed eating. But they sometimes served me something that was hard for
me to eat or drink. When I had to do so, I thought it was one of the special experiences
which I could only have in foreign countries. I hope I can eat the ice cream I ate with
my buddy students and the lunch that my host family made for me again.

After traveling and staying in Australia, I realized that Japan and Australia are far
away, even though they look close on a map. For example, it is dry in winter in Australia.
My lip became rough during the first two or three days, but it got better a few days later.
I thought I could get used to the weather and learn English more if I stayed there longer.

I had a wonderful time. It seems like I had been in a dream. I definitely want to go

to Australia again someday.

Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary
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My Host Family

Koike Junior High School 1st Grade Aya Sodeyama

I departed from Japan for the first time on August the 17th, and arrived in Australia
the next day. I realized I came there when I saw the colorful buildings and a lot of
eucalyptus trees.

We visited Mt. Coot-tha from downtown Brisbane, and the Botanical Gardens of Mt.
Coot-tha in the morning. There were yellow bamboos in the garden. We enjoyed seeing
animals at Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary in the afternoon. I held a koala and took a picture.
I really loved Australia through the tour.

We met our host families in the evening. My host family had three people. They
were very cheerful and talked to me a lot. I am not good at talking with people I meet for
the first time because I am very shy. But they asked me various questions. For example,
they asked me what I did at school when I came home each day. They also explained to
me what the ornaments relating to Christianity were.

I was not able to understand them when they spoke to me on the first day. But
the more I asked them to repeat what they said, the more relaxed I became. I could
understand what they spoke sooner about a week later as my English was improved. It
was interesting for me to speak English. I felt time flew so fast every day.

The ten-day home-stay was over very soon. I did a quiz and presentation about
Tsubame City at the farewell party. My host family answered the most out of all the
guests. Then, they gave me a present when I came home that night. They bought me a
wombat stuffed doll because they knew I liked animals. Thanks to my wonderful host
family, my stay in Australia was very fulfilling.

I will never forget those days. I would like to go to Australia and see my host family
again. Thank you, my host family.
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This experience is my treasure.

Tsubamekita Junior High School 2nd Grade Takumi Nagai

It was my first overseas trip. After I was chosen as a goodwill ambassador, I always
felt expectant and anxious every day.

After I received an e-mail from my host family, I felt easier.

But I became nervous and felt uneasy again when I departed from Japan. We arrived
in Brisbane after the ten-hour flight. We visited Mt. Coot-tha, Botanic Gardens, Lone
Pine Koala Sanctuary, and so on. I was moved when I held and took a picture with a
koala.

Afterward, we finally met our host families. I was nervous then. But they said good-
naturedly, “Hi, Takumi.” That made me smile.

We went to school the next day. My host mother prepared lunch for me every day.
But because I didn’t know the timetable of the school well, I couldn’t finish my lunch.
When [ confessed this to my host mother, she said, “Thank you for telling me.” I was
delighted to know that she understood, and then I wanted to speak English more.

My host family asked me where I wanted to go on weekend. But because it was
rainy on the weekend, we had to give up on going fishing and went shopping on
Saturday instead. I spoke in English a lot, but it was not easy to understand everyone. I
tried to explain what I wanted to do with only very simple words and some gestures, too.
When I got them to understand me, I felt more confident. I was happy to see my host
family trying to understand my broken English.

My host family enjoyed playing “Tusbamekko Karuta” cards with me on Sunday. I
tried very hard to help them understand the contents of the cards. The more we played,
the more my host family understood the contents. I felt huge sense of achievement when
they requested to play again.

I don’t think I could have such experiences in Japan. They are my lifetime treasures.
I was very happy to take part in the study tour, and I want to go abroad again. I am
obliged to all the people who gave me this opportunity. Thank you.
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A life memory

Yoshida Junior High School 3rd Grade Misaki Miyashita

I had many valuable experiences during my twelve days in Australia. I didn’t study
at any English conversation schools in Japan. The only occasion for me to learn English
was at school. I didn’t have much self-confidence even if I was chosen as a goodwill
ambassador. But I wanted to improve my English as much as possible because I received
such a special opportunity.

When we arrived at Brisbane International Airport, almost all the people around us
spoke English. Arriving in Australia, I realized I had to speak English. I made up my
mind that I would not give up easily.

We met our host families in the evening. My host family talked to me a lot, and
they waited for my answers for a while. But I was relieved when I could make them
understand me.

I made two good memories in Australia. One of them was with my buddy students.
They were twelve years old and younger than 1. I was surprised that they understood my
simple and broken English. So, I enjoyed talking with them very much.

The second memory was with my eldest host sister and her friends. We had a
birthday party for one of her friends, and we played the LIFE game. I was glad that her
four friends spoke to me a lot and let me join them. Two of them were very interested
in Japanese and sometimes talked to me in Japanese. I felt that I had made very good
friends in Australia.

I worried a lot before I went to Australia. But I was able to learn more than I
expected. I want to visit Australia and see my host family again. I hope I can speak
English better then. I am really thankful to my host family and my buddy students. The
visit to Australia has become my once-in-a-lifetime memory.

Book WeekD R Buddy students&=iF 7Ly >

%9

My first homestay

Bunsui Junior High School 2nd Grade Saki Shimomura

For the rest of my life, the homestay in Australia will be my unforgettable and
amazing memory. I had been really looking forward to the visit even before I went to
Australia. My desire to try hard to understand in English was stronger than my anxiety
about using English well enough. All the things were the first experiences for me. I had
never been to any foreign countries. I had never stayed with other families. I had never
flown on an airplane. So, I was very excited.

We met Belinda and Linda at the airport. They were the first people we spoke to in
Australia. They took care of us a lot while we were there. Linda was my host mother. I
was very nervous when she took me to her home. I was worried whether we could get
along well each other. But her family was very kind, and was able to live peacefully with
everyone.

They took me to a meadow. It rained a lot when we visited the meadow, but we
had a very good time. Linda and I also went shopping together. I enjoyed seeing various
stores.

I had a productive time at school, too. I was happy to meet my buddy students, who
talked to me slowly and tried hard to listen to me very hard.

The presentation we did as the goodwill ambassadors from Tsubame City was also a
special experience for me. I explained what my hometown was like to my host family.

I realized that my English was not good enough yet through the study tour. I will
study English more and visit Australia again.

Many people supported me so that I could participate in the tour. Thank you very
much for giving me such a wonderful opportunity.

Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary Farewell Party T4 X
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My summer vacation in Australia

Tsubame Secondary School 2nd Grade Chisato Konakawa

I learned a lot through the study tour.

The first is about food and life in Australia. My host family had five people. They ate
bread with vegemite for breakfast every morning. Vegemite is a dark brown food paste
made from leftover brewers’ yeast extract with various vegetable and spice. It tastes like
Japan’s miso. I was surprised when I tasted it for the first time.

I was also surprised that some people wore shoes while others took them off inside
the house. It was strange for me to enter the house with wet shoes. But the longer I
stayed, the more I got used to the custom. I felt uneasy at first, but I came to enjoy the
Australian life style.

My host family took me out to shop and play games. I also explained what Tsubame
City was like through Tsubamekko Karuta cards. My host family loves sports. So, I
joined a high jump practice that my host sister took part in. I talked with them, so the
family ties grew stronger.

The second thing is about indigenous Australians. We learned about painting
boomerangs, traditional songs, the arts, and so on. When we visited Riverlife Adventure
Centre in Brisbane, we saw some traditional dances in their traditional way. The dancers
showed us various unique movements and their meanings, which were about their
hunting and living creatures in Australia. They taught us how to dance. I thought about
looking into this culture more by myself.

I was able to study various things that are not often taught in Japan during the
twelve days. Australia is a wonderful country. There are many things I haven’t learned
yet in the smallest continent on the Earth. When I go there next time, I hope I can speak
English better to communicate with many people and study more about Australia.
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Thank you for the surprises, meetings, and fun.

Tsubame Secondary School 2nd Grade Rino Koda

I had a lot of surprises, meetings, and fun during my twelve days in Australia. I
was nervous in the shinkansen to Tokyo. But I had a very good time after staying in
Australia.

[ was very amazed in Australia. I heard that it was winter there and that spring
would be approaching. But the weather was just like summer. The sky was blue, and the
sun was shining. It was totally different from the winter in Niigata. The steep roads and
the traffic lights were also different from the ones in Japan.

My host mother embraced me and welcomed me when I met her. She asked me,
“How are you today?”, and I cheerfully answered that I was happy. I was so jetlagged
that I slept in the bus on the way to my host mother’s town. She asked me a lot of
questions as we went home. We drove towards the mountains and were already far
from the downtown area. I understood the reason why when we arrived home. My host
family had a meadow. That was why they lived far away from the city centre. She said,
“Look, Rio.” on the way home. I saw a wild kangaroo when I looked at the outside. I will
never forget that.

The next day, I went to school. I met my buddy students. I was initially worried
about who my buddy students would be. But I was relieved to know that one of the
students was my host sister.

We learned English and about indigenous Australians at school. The teachers eagerly
taught us about them. It was not difficult to understand the lessons even though they
explained it in English.

Time flew by. The final day came. We said good-bye to our host families and buddy
students. I realized how interesting and important English was while I was in Australia.
I want to find a job that allows me to associate with people in the future. I also want to
use English for work. I will study hard to understand and acquire the necessary skills
and education for my future.

9
iPF= .
L g

T THRA SR WEEBEAREEL L

23



A once-in-a-lifetime chance

Tsubame Secondary School 3rd Grade Airi Uchiyama

I took part in the study tour as a goodwill ambassador. I felt very uneasy and nervous, and
worried a lot about my host family and the life in Australia before I left Japan. I was afraid
about whether I would be able to communicate with them. So, I was very happy to receive an
e-mail and to exchange e-mails with my host family before my trip to Australia. They made
me feel relaxed and comfortable.

My host family came to the meeting place in the evening on the first day. We had finished
a tour in Brisbane before we met our host families. They were very kind and sweet. They
were my ideal host family. My host sister was as old as [. We quickly became good friends.

[ was able to become good friends with my buddy students at school,too. There were
many surprises to find that there were corridors outside of the school building we went to.
They also don’t have snow in Brisbane during the winter. It is very mild and warm. So the
students usually eat lunch outside. The lunch boxes are bigger. Some students bring very big
apples, and others have sandwiches and some snacks. One day, I played tag with my buddy
students after lunch. The way to decide “It” and the rules were not the same as in Japan. I
discovered a cultural difference.

I also found a difference between Australia and Japan within the house. For example,
Australians enter the house without taking their shoes off. They also open the door to let
others into the room, and close the door if they don’t want others come in. We don’t do that
in Japan. But I remembered the saying “When in Rome, do as the Romans do” as I stayed in
Australia.

[ visited the Australia Zoo during the weekend with my host family. There were many
animals, and the visitors were allowed to touch some of them. My host sister and I enjoyed
riding a camel, which was the first time for me. I held a koala and took a memorial picture
with my host family, too. It is my favorite picture and is now displayed in the living room of
my house.

[ am grateful to all the people who supported the study tour and the incredible meetings I
had in Australia. The time I spent with my host family is something I will treasure for the rest

of my life. Thank you for the special encounter.

Opal Aged Care CentreiZT
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The pleasant time with my host family

Tsubame Secondary School 3rd Grade Miyu Shirotsubaki

The reason I participated in the study tour was because my brother took part in a
similar tour two years ago. I really hoped that I would be able to join it, too.

My hope came true on August the 17th. It was a long journey via Singapore. The
closer we went to Australia, the faster my heart raced.

We toured in Brisbane in the daytime and met our host families at night time
on the first day. They welcomed us with smiles. I was not able to listen and answer
their questions well that day. So the next day they spoke slowly. I also kept using
my dictionary to look up words and trying to express myself with gestures. In an
indiscernible way, I could communicate with people.

It was very comfortable for me to go to school by bike on those fine, breezy days. I
cooked dinner with my host family and played the piano and UNO with the children.
They also enjoyed my explanation about Tsubame City through Tsubamekko Karuta to
explain my hometown. I felt I was still at home in Japan, staying in the living room with
my host family and doing my homework there.

The best memory was the camping during the weekend. We got up and left home
at three a.m. We arrived in New South Wales, the neighboring state to my host family’s
Queensland. I was surprised to learn where we were because I wasn’t expecting to come
to the next state. We pitched the tent and prepared for camping. Then, we saw some
big trees that were over one hundred years old, and we visited the beach and the light
house at Byron Bay, which is farther east of Australia. When we went back to the tent,
we walked our dog in the park and played at the playground there. It was a very good
weekend.

I wanted to express my deepest gratitude to my host family for understanding my
broken English at the farewell party.

Because of my experiences during the study tour, I would like to improve my
English more. I thank my host family and all the people who supported my visit.
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The warmth of the people

Tsubame Secondary School 3rd Grade Yuka Takai

I visited Australia as a goodwill ambassador. I stayed with Heatheriee and Laurence
in Berpengary, Queensland. Before living with them, I was worried. Their children are
already grown up and live in a different place. So, I was afraid of staying with a family
without other children and having them understand me. I also worried about food.

When I departed from Japan, I was still nervous. I met them in the evening on
my first day in Australia. Soon after I met my host mother, she said very lively, “Hi,
Yuka. Welcome to Australia.” Thanks to her greeting, I became relaxed. From the very
beginning, they were very kind. I thought that they were very sweet couple.

We went to the grandchild’s birthday party during the weekend. I was interested
in the party, but became uneasy again. But all the people I met at the party were very
cheerful. They welcomed and said to me, “You must be Yuka. I have been looking
forward to seeing you.” There were also a lot of food, sweets, and drinks. I had never
seen them in Japan. When I was at a loss at what to eat, the people explained the names
of different food and cut them into small pieces to show me what they were like. I was
very happy. They talked about Australian souvenir shops and so on, too.

We finished the ten-day home stay and had to go back to Japan. I didn’t want to
go back because the ten days were fantastic. My buddy students even gave me some
souvenirs.

The people in Australia say hello even to strangers and show their hospitality when
they communicate with anyone. I thought to myself that I wanted to become a warm
and sympathetic person that others could discern. I realized again that the study tour
was a wonderful experience.
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One for all, all for one.

Tsubame Secondary School 3rd Grade Sumika Hirasawa

I visited Australia as a goodwill ambassador. My first time in a foreign country was
surprising because there were a lot of differences from my life in Japan.

I discovered many things and met many people in Australia. I also thought about my
future.

I was composed but a little nervous when I left Japan. I will never forget the twelve
days in Australia. I saw blue skies and white clouds. Even the traffic lights and signs
looked new to me.

I was not composed anymore when I met my host family. It was a completely
foreign environment. I had to use English all the time. It was like I was alone in a totally
different world. I couldn’t sleep well at night, too. I wanted to go back to Japan then.

But one day, I thought about the purpose of the visit. “Why did I come here? Is it all
right to forget my mission as an ambassador?” I realized that I didn’t need to change the
environment but my point of view. I found that I had put down my negative attitude to
the change of environment. I thought to myself that it was necessary for me to talk to
everyone, try doing everything, and be more actively.

I also realized the importance of cooperating with others. There were many people
who supported the study tour. Every ambassador, chaperones, local staff, and host
families continually helped me to join the tour. After I came back to Japan, I found the
saying “one for all, all for one” was the most suitable expression.

I found my dream through this tour. It is to learn about the world. I will visit many
places, meet many people, and learn many cultures to tell to Japanese children. It is
my dream. I need to learn more and make more effort. I will study hard every day and
examine various things.

I am much obliged to all the people who supported the study tour. Thank you very

much.
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