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The world’s most comfortable city to live in, Perth
Bunsui Elementary School 6th Grade Aika Saikachi

I went on a homestay visit to Perth in Western Australia for the first time.
Many of the people I met there were very kind.

My host family accepted me even though I didn’t speak English very well.
When I first met them, I remember they wrote and showed a welcome board to me.

My group members and I stayed with our buddy students. All of them were
also our host students, so we went to school with them. On the first day of school, I
was scared by the sound of the bell because it was very similar to Japan’s fire alarm.

The students of Aubin Grove Primary School were very sweet. Because they
were so considerate, I made a lot of friends at school. They showed me how to play
handball, which is played in a square court. Since returning to Japan, I have
thought about and wanted to play it again.

At school, the goodwill ambassadors usually helped out with Japanese lessons
for preschool, first grade, and second grade students. I was amazed to find out that
the students could speak Japanese better than I had expected. The students made
some origami, by coloring and pasting torn origami paper. One day, the teacher
brought some Japanese food to class to show what is eaten in Japan. The students
tried the food, and talked about their impressions. Some students said they liked
natto. Others said they didn’t like it. Back in Japan, we didn’t have these kinds of
lessons. But I thought it was good to learn about food eaten in foreign countries.

On the weekend, I went out with my host family. My buddy student does many
sports, like karate, cheerleading, basketball, and so on. I saw her practice on
Saturday, and I was surprised by her high-level physical activities. My host family
also took me to the circus. I was impressed with the powerful performances.

On Sunday, I visited Cottesloe Beach. Some people swam in the winter ocean. I
enjoyed shopping on our way home, too. I bought so many souvenirs that I was
afraid I wouldn’t be able to pack them all.

People say Perth is the most comfortable place to live in. I realized this was
true because of its many kind people. I was very glad to go there. Thank you, Perth.
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Many memories with my host family
Tsubame Junior High School 15t Grade Mai Takakuwa

On August 17th, I was very anxious and nervous. But the next day, after
meeting my host family, the feelings went away. Because when I met them for the
first time, they smiled at me.

I have two special memories about Australia and Singapore.

The first one is of my host family celebrating my birthday. Their relatives
joined us, and we ate Chinese food. Actually, they had a reason for coming that day.
My host mother’s father was born on the same day as me. At first, I was uneasy
about meeting the party’s guests. But they asked various questions about Japan and
me. So I didn’t feel nervous anymore, and enjoyed talking with them.

Abirthday cake was served at the end of the party. The family sang the “Happy
Birthday” song. Then, Grandfather and I blew out the candles together. I felt really
happy to celebrate my birthday with my host family. It is one of the most
unforgettable birthdays of my life.

The second memory is the proposal presentation about Tsubame City. We had
to present twice in Australia and once in Singapore. I tried my best to show how
much I had practiced in Japan. But regrettably, I wasn’t able to read my part
fluently at the first presentation.

So I asked my host sister, Laela, to teach me how to pronounce the words and
sentences In my part. I practiced my lines many times. When the goodwill
ambassadors had the second presentation, I became nervous seeing the audience so
close to me. But my reading skill got better.

In Singapore, we had the third presentation. I thought this was my best
performance, since I already presented twice. We also could sing “My Hometown” in
English better now than back when we were in Japan.

My English skills improved because my host family talked to me a lot. They
repeated their words over and over until I understood them. I was happy when I
could understand their English the first time. I hope I can continue to show my
1mprovement to them. I want to keep studying English.

Aubin Grove Primary Schoo! HAk-773Y- alzo ﬁ#l@m LT W7 8,
TEEB LEEEIER.,
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What I learned during the study tour
Tsubamekita Junior High School 3t Grade Yotsuba Toyama

I learned various things during the study tour. At the first stop in Australia, I
was able to take lessons at Aubin Grove Primary School. The school students were
studying Japanese. So I got the chance to hear both English and Japanese in
Australia.

One day, a teacher of the lessons brought some Japanese food and snacks to
compare with Australian food. I was very surprised to see the food eaten in Australia.
She showed us “rice pudding”, which is a rice dessert baked and mixed with sugar
and butter. It tasted better than I thought. But the other Japanese students didn’t
eat a lot of it. We also made some origami with the local students during Japanese
lessons.

I had a good time with my host family. They welcomed me with smiles. We
were able to communicate well because they asked me “How are you?” or “What’s
up?’ every day. But I sometimes became stressed about how to explain my hopes
and questions. So I needed to use gestures, my dictionary, and all the vocabulary I
knew to express myself. They listened to me and said, “OK, OK”. I was very glad
when they could understand me. It was so hard to say good-bye to them that I cried
on the last day in Australia. I won’t forget those days I stayed with them.

The second stop was Singapore. The ambassadors saw many famous places for
study. For example, we went to Merlion Park, Arab Street and Sultan Mosque,
Chinatown, Sr1 Mariamman Temple, Buddha Tooth Relic Temple and Museum,
Indian Street, and so on. I realized that Singapore has many races and languages. I
could feel each community’s unique atmosphere and history. While I was there, 1
was impressed by the people’s zeal, which was as hot as the country’s weather.

While in Australia and Singapore, we did a presentation about Tsubame City
three times, explaining about its nature, history, industries, and so on. Both the
elementary school students and the members of Niigatakenjinkai Singapore kindly
nodded to and watched our presentations. So, we didn’t feel nervous.

During the twelve days, I felt myself change for the better because of what I
learned about each country’s history, nature, culture, and so on. I hope I can use
these experiences in my everyday life.
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Time 1s money.
Yoshida Junior High School 214 Grade Riho Tanaka

I became interested in English when I was a second grade student in
elementary school. I had dreamed about visiting a foreign country ever since then.
Six years later, this dream was coming true. I felt very happy yet also uneasy.

Arriving in Australia, I was really nervous when I looked around me — the
views, the people, the food, and so on. So I decided to talk with my host family about
basic things that I should know. But then, I received a mail from my family. They
said that I should just enjoy life in Australia. I felt that they were trying to tell me to
be strong but also flexible, and do the best that I could.

The mail changed my outlook. I tried to talk with my host family. And they
were kind enough to try to understand my poor English. I came to think that
speaking English was interesting, and I was happy to be taking part in the study
tour.

Everything I experienced in Australia was very new to me. And when my host
family saw me smiling next to them, they always smiled back. They were really
caring and thoughtful.

The final day came quickly. In a sense, the week was both long and short. I
only remembered the happy memories during the week. For example, during the
holiday, my host family took me to a zoo, shops, and so on.

I was sorry that I couldn’t clearly express my gratitude to them. Even though
there were many things I wanted to tell them, all I could say was “thank you”. I
couldn’t help but shed tears because I knew I could have expressed my feelings
better if I had studied English more. Plus, it was hard to say good-bye to them.

What I learned through the study tour is not to waste time. It takes time to
express my feelings and thoughts in English. But it is really fun when I can make
myself be understood in English. People say that “Time is money.” I keep this saying
1n mind.

I really appreciate all the people who have given me this opportunity. Thank
you very much.
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Different cultures are awesome!

Yoshida Junior High School 3 Grade Taiga Kodama

I had two reasons for why I wanted to go abroad. The first was that I wanted to
practice English because I like English. The second was that I was interested in
English-speaking countries. I wanted to see and learn about different food, lifestyles,
and cultures compared to Japan’s.

Before the ambassadors went to Australia, we had nine workshops from July
to August. I was excited to visit there, so I wasn’t worried about my English or about
leaving my homeland on the departure day. And the shorter the distance became
while flying from Tokyo International Airport to Singapore Changi Airport, the more
my expectation and excitement grew to reach Perth.

I began my home stay in Australia. When my host family first talked about
their routines and rules, I couldn’t understand what they were saying. But later on,
I noticed that I could answer all of their questions. The longer I stayed with them,
the more I became closer to and could speak English with them. I spent only one
week with my host family, but it was a very good experience for me.

My best memory of the study tour was the time spent at the local school. The
students were in elementary school and younger than 1. They all said, “Hi, Taiga.” 1
was afraid that my English wasn’t good enough, so I didn’t reply back. But they still
invited me to play with them, so we enjoyed playing soccer during recess.

The classes and timetables were completely different from Japanese schools.
The students often raised their hands freely even while their teachers were
explaining. The teachers didn’t write a lot on the boards but used computers instead,
and walked around the classrooms often. Each classroom had many pictures,
decoration, and schoolwork on the walls and ceiling. The atmosphere was very
different from my classrooms in Japan.

For me, this was a precious experience. I want to go to Perth to see my host
family again.
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The experiences I had in the study tour
Yoshida Junior High School 3" Grade Tomoka Takizawa

For me, this was the first time to see the nature, culture, and views of
Australia and Singapore. Everything was brand new to me. So I learned a lot while I
was there.

This study tour was my first opportunity to go abroad. So I was really anxious
and nervous.

But after seeing Perth’s beautiful scenery on my first excursion in Australia, I
came to like Perth. I had a good and fulfilling time with my kind host family and the
active elementary school students.

My favorite memory was of visiting a penguin island by boat with my host
family on the weekend. Before we rode the boat, we played on the beach. We enjoyed
digging holes. We were very lucky because there were wild dolphins, seals, and
pelicans around us. I was amazed to see the six wild dolphins together. I had only
ever seen one wild dolphin, so I was very happy. It was a wonderful day.

I learned about the indigenous people and their culture. A famous artist taught
us that all lines, colors, and patterns on boomerangs and pictures tell stories and
information. We also learned about native dances and musical instruments that
either men or women could play and do.

One week later, I had to say good-bye to my host family. There were many
more enjoyable than tough moments. So my heart was filled with only appreciation.

In Singapore, we visited Merlion Park, Arab Street and Sultan Mosque,
Chinatown, Sr1 Mariamman Temple, Buddha Tooth Relic Temple and Museum,
Indian Street, and so on. I came to understand Singapore’s diversity through the
many races and spoken languages.

Because of both countries, I was able to reach my goals, which were to improve
my English through cultural exchange and to successfully do a presentation about
Tsubame City. I had a wonderful time studying about local cultures, histories and so
on. I will never forget these experiences and will use them to lead a fuller life.
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New meetings

Yoshida Junior High School 3 Grade Yuya Minabe

I met a lot of new people during the study tour.

After arriving in Australia, I visited some famous tourist attractions — like
Kings Park, Fremantle, and so on — to enjoy the atmosphere.

I met my host family at Aubin Grove Primary School. They were very kind and
cheerful. My host father, Stuart, was a very cheerful man and always took care of
me. My host mother, Joanne, was very interesting, and she worried about me all the
time. She made me delicious meals every day and was always smiling. My buddy
student, Marcus, was very friendly. He played with me a lot. His brother, Cameron,
was funny and interested in Japan.

The time I stayed with them passed so quickly. I especially remember the day
I went to Cohunu Koala Park. I saw many animals. It was a new experience for me
to see Australia’s indigenous species. I got to hold a koala, which was warm and cute.
I saw many attractive native animals of Australia.

I cry when I think about the days with my host family. It was hard for me to
leave Australia and return to Japan. I really wanted to stay there. But Marcus said
to me, “Let’s smile.” So I said farewell to him with a smile.

We visited Singapore for a tour and one more presentation. We did our best
presentation for the members of Niigatakenjinkai.

The study tour made me contemplate about my homeland. I will make an
effort to find solutions to Japan’s problems. I appreciate everyone involved with this
study tour. Thank you very much.
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Understanding different cultures
Tsubame Secondary School 1st Grade  Shiori Abe

I felt nothing but anxiety when I became a goodwill ambassador. I felt tense
and uneasy on the day of departure.

But I got excited when I arrived in Australia.

When I met my host family, I became nervous again — but also really eager, too.

There were many homes that had nice gardens — just like a park —in Australia.
My host family took off their shoes at home. However, they said that some people
don’t take them off.

The meals were very different from Japan’s. My host family usually had a
simple breakfast. In the morning, they ate cereal, bread, and ham-and-cheese
sandwiches. My host family had various kinds of bread at home. Dinner was often
simple, too. Actually, my host family ate rice at night. My host mother was from
Malaysia. So she cooked some Malay dishes for me. The rice I ate had a different
quality to it. I thought that it was a little tougher than Japanese rice.

The elementary school students ate lunch during “recess”, or lunch break. All
the food I ate in Australia was very delicious. I also made a lot of friends. We played
football and chatted. I was glad that they listened seriously to my explanations
about Japan. The elementary school classes were a little difficult for me to
understand. But some of them were similar to Japan’s.

When it was time to say good-bye to my host family, buddy student, and
friends, I almost cried because it was too hard to leave them.

In Singapore, it was as hot as a sauna. The weather in Singapore was

completely different from Australia.
I really appreciate that I could take part in the study tour. Everything that I have
experienced 1s a precious treasure. While I was on the trip, I was sometimes
confused with the differences between each country’s cultures and customs. But I
realized that it is necessary to accept these differences and respect them. I became
more interested in foreign countries. I will try many things to expand my point of
view and understand different cultures.
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The friends I made in both countries
Tsubame Secondary School  2rd Grade Tomona Ochiai

I was able to make new friends during the study tour. They were not only my
buddy students but also my friends.

At the local elementary school, the teachers and students were very kind to the
goodwill ambassadors. So we made a lot of friends. I was glad they talked to us
despite the different grade levels.

When we helped out in their Japanese lessons, the students asked us many
questions. We taught them how to make origami, and the students explained their
pictures to us. Everyone enjoyed studying together.

I was able to talk with younger students but not to older students, who spoke
fast and used difficult words. I avoided chatting with the older students.

But during a sixth grade Japanese lesson, an easygoing girl helped me when I
had trouble holding a conversation. As a task, the teacher had asked her students to
interview the goodwill ambassadors. When I couldn’t understand some questions,
inquiring students would ask again in simple English. I was happy to learn of their
thoughtfulness.

In Singapore, I met a girl named Anri during the presentation for
Niigatakenjinkai. She spoke both Chinese and English. She said that she had also
studied Japanese. At first, we couldn’t hold a conversation for long because we didn’t
know how to express ourselves well to each other. So we began to use easy English
and Japanese. Our conversation wasn’t so difficult then. It was fun for us to talk
together.

I was very nervous before I left Japan. But after talking with so many people, I
came to realize their compassion. I hope they will stay my good friends.

\BgI R
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A special summer vacation in foreign countries
Tsubame Secondary School 34 Grade Reika Kobayashi

During the twelve days in Australia and Singapore, I had many experiences
that I couldn’t have in Japan. The days were precious to me.

I found a lot of differences between Japan and Australia. For example, it was
very warm and sunny in Perth even though it was actually winter there. The
weather was more like Niigata’s spring than winter. Perth is not only the capital but
also the biggest city in Western Australia. There was plenty of beautiful nature, like
Swan River, Kings Park, and so on.

My host family came to the local elementary school to meet me. I felt uneasy,
wondering if I could speak English well or what they would be like. When I entered
a classroom, my host family greeted me with smiles. Then they took me home. I was
surprised to learn that they took off their shoes when entering their house. I didn’t
know that foreign people also took off their shoes at home. On the first day, I couldn’t
understand most of what my host family talked about during dinnertime. But it was
still fun to slowly learn about Australia and tell them about Japan.

My buddy student and her friends visited me during recess. We made a big
circle and ate lunch together. We also enjoyed dancing, and playing basketball and
football.

I went out with my host family on the weekend, and we visited Fremantle and
a park called “The Maze”. I played golf and walked in the maze. I made a lot of good
memories there.

I was very sad to leave Australia, and to say good-bye to my host family, buddy
student, and her friends. They said we could meet again, which made me feel better.
I appreciate them for accepting me.

In Singapore, we had a tour and presentation. We visited various places in
Singapore, but Merlion Park was the most impressive. It was amazing to see water
flowing strongly from its mouths. At night, the members of Niigatakenjinkai
watched our presentation. I was nervous to show our presentation to adults, but all
the ambassadors did well.

I have realized that I need to study English more. I want to study English in
foreign countries, and learn more about their cultures and lifestyles. Thank you very
much for giving me this opportunity.

Th
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A lot of wonderful memories and experiences
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A lot of wonderful memories and experiences
Tsubame Secondary School 3 Grade Yu Hasegawa

I made a lot of memories during the study tour.

This was the first time for me to go abroad. So I was nervous about whether or
not I could make myself be understood in English or get along with my host family.

After arriving in Australia and enjoying the tour in Perth, the goodwill
ambassadors and I finally met our host families. I was nervous, but they warmly
welcomed me.

I played with my buddy student and her friends, and took some lessons with
them. Other students helped me to understand the teachers’ explanations when I
couldn’t follow along. I was happy that many students talked to me.

My homestay was a wonderful memory. My host family spoke very slowly so
that I could understand them. My host mother was a good cook, too. One night, we
had a bonfire. My host father’s co-workers joined us. The southern hemisphere
looked different from what I usually saw in Japan. Because the weather was fine
that night, I could see a lot of stars. My host family said that they could sometimes
see shooting stars, but I couldn’t see any then.

My host family took me shopping and to a zoo. I made good memories at Perth
Z00. There were popular animals like elephants, lions, and so on. I was able to stand
near some native Australian animals, like kangaroos, emus, and koalas. The zoo
was great compared to Japanese ones, because visitors could move closer to the
animals.

We went to Singapore after a weeklong stay in Australia. In Singapore, it is
summer all year round. We arrived there at night, but it was still hot. We headed
straight to our hotel, eating dinner along the way. The next day, we had a tour and
presentation. We visited Merlion Park, Arab Street, Chinatown, and so on. That
night, I was glad that our presentation was a success at the meeting with
Niigatakenjinkai members.

In thinking positively about my experiences, I want to learn English more. I
hope I can go to Australia again to see my host family. I won’t forget my stay in
Australia and Singapore. Thank you.

o
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My host family
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My host family
Tsubame Secondary School 3 Grade Kazuha Matsuda

I went out of Japan to visit foreign countries for the first time. Before arriving
in Australia, I worried about meals, customs, and my English.

But my days in Australia were more amazing and interesting than I had
expected.

When I met my host family, they welcomed me and physically expressed their
joy. At their home and at the local elementary school I attended, I was asked a lot of
questions about my school life, friends, and hometown. I was glad to know that they
were interested in Japan and me.

Every morning, my host mother asked me “How are you?” The first few days,
as taught at my school, I just answered with “I'm fine, thank you. And you?” But
after several days, I was able to answer with happy, cold, or sleepy. Little by little, 1
could communicate better.

After I came home every day, my host family took me to the park. There were
some children. We became friends, and played tag together. I didn’t know how to
play the game at first, because they told me the rules in only English. To help me
understand, they tried hard to use gestures and facial expressions. I learned that
the spoken language is not the only way to express feelings and information. I also
learned that by playing, laughing, and doing things together, we could get over any
language barriers. I thought Australians were wonderful, because they were always
friendly to everyone.

Through this study tour, I experienced things that I didn’t know or didn’t notice
before. Everything that I have done with my host family and friends is now my
treasure.

I appreciate everyone involved with this study tour. Thank you very much.
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