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Our Friendship Will Last
for a Long Time.
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My Best Summer Vacation with the Greatest Encounter

Nanari Abe
Yoshida-Kita Elementary School 6th Grade

I went overseas for the first time in the summer of 2016. In Australia, I went to
Sydney and stayed with a family. I was very happy when I first heard that I could
participate in the homestay program. But on the other hand, I felt nervous. There
were a lot of things to worry about. However, when I arrived in Sydney and met the
people there, I forgot all about my concerns. It is because the people there were very
good and kind to me.

I could not speak English well. So I didn't talk a lot to my host family. But
everyone talked a lot to me. It was very hard for me to clearly speak my mind to my
host family, so I often used gestures. They tried hard to understand me and were
able to grasp my thoughts through my gestures.

A memorable moment was when my host mother wanted Japanese shampoo.
One night, she came to my room and told me that she wanted to buy Japanese
shampoo. The next day, we went shopping together, and I recommended a product to
her. She seemed very happy and really liked it, telling me that it was very good. Just
as I wanted to learn about Australia, I thought she wanted to learn about Japan,
too.

In Sydney, the other ambassadors and I went to a school named St. Mary & St.
Mina's Coptic Orthodox College. We met some wonderful students from various
countries there. One of them asked me what “hello” was in Japanese. I answered,
“Konnichiwa.” After that, they greeted me with “konnichiwa” every day. I was also
deeply impressed with the classes at school. I felt that the students and teachers
were very friendly to each other in class. The students asked a lot of questions with a
smile. The classes were very lively. However, even some friendly teachers would
scold students very strictly like Japanese teachers. I was so scared then.

The class content was very similar to Japan’s. I don't know why, but there was
such a difference between classes in Tsubame and in Australia. At the same time, 1
wish I could take such classes in Japan, too.

So I learned two things, which are kindness and enjoyment. People I met there
often said, "Thank you" and "Sorry" to me. They were friendly with everyone and
enjoyed talking with each other. I won't forget these two things that I learned,
because they are engraved in my mind and I don’t want to waste my precious
experiences. This opportunity gave me the greatest encounter with a lot of good

people. It was the best experience and summer vacation.
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A Step Towards My Dream

Haruka Kitazawa
Yoshida-Kita Elementary School 6th Grade

I learned a lot of things and had many valuable experiences on this trip. I
especially learned that “challenging oneself with everything" is very important. I
sometimes couldn’t speak my mind very well. So I was very nervous when I first
arrived in Australia. I could only speak English by connecting some words I knew.
But everyone there tried hard to understand me. So I never gave up and tried my
best. Little by little, I was able to speak in English with the buddy students and my
host family.

Even though I felt embarrassed, I tried to keep asking questions when I couldn’t
understand them. So I felt very happy that I could have fun communicating with
others in English. I think I was able to improve my English ability, which was my
aim before leaving Japan. I was also afraid of the differences in food, culture,
conversation style, and so on. However, I tried to be positive and face everything that
I was afraid of with courage. From now on, I want to cherish this feeling of
challenging myself.

I spent my time after school with my host family. They took me on drives to the
sea, to go shopping, and so on. We also enjoyed doing origami at home together. 1
taught them how to do that. On the weekend, we went to the zoo, and I fed a
kangaroo. We saw koalas, too. There were some animals I had never seen before. It
was different from a Japanese zoo. We went to the Opera House by train, and we
also went up the Harbor Bridge. Thanks to my host family, I really enjoyed Sydney.

In Singapore, I was impressed with the Marina Bay Sands — which I have
always wanted to see — and the beautiful night view. I also learned about “haze” for
the first time, which was like fog. Even when it was sunny, we couldn't see the view
clearly. The buildings and the mountains were hazy in the distance. All of Singapore
was surrounded by it.

After participating in an exchange meeting with the Niigata Kenjinkai where
we talked and ate Japanese food, the other ambassadors and I returned to Japan.

I was very nervous at the beginning of my 12-day trip, being apart from my
parents for the first time. But, thanks to everyone around me, I was able to exceed

my own expectations. I want to make use of this experience in the future.
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Overseas Trip with Many Memories

Mayu Masuoka
Yoshida Junior High School 7th Grade

During summer vacation last year, I spent a very happy time in Australia and
Singapore for about two weeks. It was a very important experience for me. Before
leaving, I was really nervous. But after I arrived, I slowly became comfortable with
the environment and I could talk confidently with the people there. Because of my
stay, I learned two important things.

One 1s the importance of a positive attitude. I have never been very active, but
the students there were so confident during class. They would raise their hands and
speak aloud. I thought how important this was, and I wanted to be a positive person
like them.

Second is the usefulness of English. It gives us a chance to connect with many
people all over the world. I thought I really understood this idea, but I was wrong. I
saw many people from different countries talking in English. Because of them, I
could finally understand the importance of using English.

In the school we visited, there were students from various countries. Some were
from China, Korea, and so on. They all spoke in English, so I was impressed. I
realized again that I could communicate with many people around the world using
English.

One of my goals before leaving Japan was to speak with the people there as
much as possible to improve my English ability. I think I have achieved that.

In Sydney, I could speak often with the students and teachers as well as my host
family. Our conversations were not always perfect, because it was difficult for them
to understand my poor English. So nowadays, when I send mails to my friends there,
I check words or expressions with a dictionary and so on. And if I have the chance to
visit another country, I want to learn English even more before going. So I have to

study English a lot, because I want to speak with good pronunciation.
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My Precious Memories

Mamiko Kobayashi
Tsubame Kita Junior High School 7th Grade

I stayed with a family in Sydney, Australia for 7 days. Then, I stayed at a hotel
in Singapore for 2 days. It was my first time to go abroad. I was able to experience
something that I had never experienced before.

I am not very good at English, so I was very surprised that I was chosen as one
of the goodwill ambassadors for Tsubame City. So, I wanted to use this opportunity
to improve my English ability by listening to and communicating with the locals
there.

When I arrived in Sydney via Singapore, I didn’t feel that I was in a different
country. But by the next morning, when I met Gloria — one of the buddy students —
and talked with her in English, I finally realized that I was in Australia. She was so
kind, trying to understand my poor English. So I was very relieved. After that, I
went to a social studies class with her to learn about famous Australian cities,
mountains, and so on. When I talked about Japan during class, I was happy that
most of them knew something about my country.

I brought some Japanese souvenirs for the students there. I wondered when I
should give them to Gloria. Thankfully, she was always with me during morning tea
and lunch time. We became very good friends, so I was able to give them to her. 1
was very pleased because she was glad to receive them. After that, she gave me
some presents and a letter in return. I was moved to have such a good friend in
Australia.

When my trip in Australia was over, I really missed Gloria and my host family. I
was very sad to say good-bye to them.

Because of this experience, I really want to speak English as well as a native
speaker I also want to return to Australia, and meet Gloria and my host farnlly
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My Challenge

Hinata Yamada
Yoshida Junior High School 2nd Grade

I went to Australia and Singapore as a member of the Tsubame City Goodwill
Ambassadors during the summer of 2016. In Sydney, I stayed in a private home.
And we took classes in English with the students there. I have learned a lot of things.
I wrote about three of them.

First of all, I was surprised at the pronunciation of the native speakers. I had
experienced real communication with a native speaker for the first time. I was
moved by the speed, intonation, rhythm and so on. After, I really wanted to speak
English very well, just like them.

Second, I realized the differences in our food culture. One night, at dinner time,
I ate Australian rice for the first time. It was very different from the Japanese rice I
eat every day in Tsubame. As soon as I ate it, I was sure I liked Japanese rice better
than the Australian kind. I ate a lot of other food. I didn't like some of them, but I
loved others. The most delicious food I ate in Australia was the chocolate cake my
host mother made for me.

Third, I thought it was very important for us to communicate with others. I
tried to ask a lot of questions at the school and at my home there. I found that even if
we don’t have a lot of confidence, it is very important to try our best to communicate
with others. When I asked questions, they listened to me very carefully and tried to
understand me. And they kindly answered me with easy English. I was very happy
to know their kindness.

If all of us can speak English, the language barriers between countries will be
broken even though the actual boarders will still exist. So I wanted to improve my
English ability. In the future, I also want to visit many other countries.
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Overseas Dispatching with a Lot of Memories

Kana Kondo
Yoshida Junior High School 3rd Grade

I visited Australia as a member of the Tsubame City Goodwill Ambassadors for
about twelve days. I was nervous as I expected because it is the first time that I
traveled abroad.

In Australia, I stayed in a private home and I went to school by my host family's
car. We took various classes on weekdays. That was a lot of fun and I felt very
refreshed. Two things impressed me the most.

One of them was the communication I had there with my buddy students. First,
I was afraid that I couldn’t make any friends there communicating only through
English. But, when we visited the school for the first time, every student said to us,
"Good morning." with a smile. I didn't have the courage to talk to them in English at
first. But when I heard them, I was really glad and relieved. After that, I could spend
my time with them during Morning Tea Time and lunch time. We enjoyed our
classes with them. I was very happy to talk about Japanese culture and play
basketball with them. Of course the classes had all been done in English, so I
couldn't understand them sometimes. When I was in trouble, they always tried very
hard to explain to me with easy English. They were so kind. Now, for the first time, I
have some friends from Australia and I can improve my English ability. It was a
very good experience.

The other thing was our presentation. We could tell them about Tsubame City
with our presentation. In Australia we did our presentation for English teachers, the
students and the staff of the Consulate-General of Japan in Sydney. In Singapore we
presented to the members of Niigata Kenjinkai. We practiced a lot again and again
before leaving Japan. After our presentations, all of the members built a feeling of
togetherness. We could tell them a lot about the good charms of Tsubame through
our presentation, a quiz and karuta. I was very happy because they raised their
hands and answered the questions we asked. They really seemed to enjoy it. And I
was proud to let them know about Tsubame. I was sure that I did my best as a
citizen of Tsubame City.

I have very good memories of this overseas trip. There were a lot of things that I
have never experienced. I was able to learn about Tsubame’s good points again, and
about foreign cultures and lives. I will make the best use of this experience for the
future. Now, I want to be involved in Tsubame’s development in the future. I had a
t of things through this overseas trip.
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The Wonderful Time in Australia

Yuki Mizoguchi
Yoshida Junior High School 3rd Grade

I had a very wonderful time in Australia during the summer of 2016. I stayed in
a private home in Sydney for about one week starting on August 18t During this
trip, I experienced a lot of new things. For example, arrival and departure at the
airports. It was my first time flying inside of a plane. And once we arrived in Sydney,
I ate 1n a hotel restaurant for the first time, too. We took various classes at school in
Sydney with the students there. We played basketball with them at Morning Tea
Time and after lunch. We also went bowling on Sports Day. All of the experiences
were very precious for me. And two of them made the happiest memories for me.

One of them was the time I spent with the students there. All the classes I took
with them were in English. So it was very difficult for me. I was afraid that I
wouldn’t understand the teachers. When I couldn't understand them, the students
around me explained carefully in easy English. They were so kind to me. Especially,
my buddy student who became a very good friend of mine was so kind. I was very
happy to have a great friend in Sydney.

The other memory was from the classes I took there. I thought the classes there
were so unique. The teachers were very unique, too. The ways of teaching were very
different from the ones I have experienced in Japan. Some of the students were also
unique. They were not afraid of making mistakes. They expressed what they wanted
to and asked questions confidently. They enjoyed all of their classes. I thought I was
very lucky to take the classes with them at their school.

Even now, after coming back to Japan, I think that using English is not easy for
me. But I realized that using English was a lot of fun through this experience. I
learned the value of communication through English. Now, I will improve my
English ability and I want to get a job using English in the future.
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After the 12—Days Stay

Miho Sato
Bunsui Junior High School 3rd Grade

I went to Australia and Singapore as a member of the Tsubame City Goodwill
Ambassadors during the last summer vacation of my junior high school life. We 12
members, practiced expressing our feelings about Tsubame in English very hard
through presentations, quizes and karuta so we could tell people about Tsubame. We
told them about Tsubame City with joy.

The students there were so friendly and they really enjoyed the quiz about
Tsubame on the last day at the school. They livened up during the quiz a lot. All of
them were so cheerful and answered the quiz positively by raising their hands and
using big voices. We also enjoyed the quiz ourselves because we could teach the
students about Tsubame City. When we did "Tsubamekko Karuta", they really
enjoyed it. It was the first time for them to play "karuta". Some of them shouted, "It's
so fun!" and asked a lot of questions. They couldn’t read hiragana at all, so we
explained about the cards in English and showed them pictures. When they listened
to the explanation and saw the pictures, they began to scramble for the picture cards.
We were very happy to see them enjoying it a lot.

I had felt a very big culture shock at the private home I stayed at. It happened
at dinner. One evening, the meat of a kangaroo was served for dinner. I was shocked,
because I thought of a kangaroo as an animal that we see in a zoo. We don't eat it at
all. It was roasted and cut into small cubes. I tried some for the first time. It was
hard and I didn't like it very much. I asked why kangaroos came to be eaten. They
answered. Once, the number of kangaroos in Australia was too high. So people in
Australia began to eat them. That became a custom. In the area where my host
family lived, most of the homes around there have a swimming pool and a big
garden. They were different from Japan. The shower head was also different. It was
fixed and we had to control the temperature of the water with 2 handles. One is for
cold water and the other is for hot water. When we take a shower, we have to control
the temperature every time. It is easier for us to take a shower in Japan than it was
in Australia.

In Singapore we saw the Marlions and the Marina Bay Sands. Around there
people speak Chinese more than English. I was surprised by that.

I met many nice people and had felt a big culture shock. The last summer
vacation of my junior high school life was so fruitful, because I could go to the
charming countries that I now want to visit again.
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A Memory of A Lifetime

Rina Ito
Tsubame Secondary School 2nd Grade

I stayed in Australia for 9 days and in Singapore for 2 days as a Tsubame City
Goodwill Ambassador. In Sydney we stayed at a private home and took classes in
English with the students at the school there.

In Sydney I enjoyed the new experience of using English at home. At first, I was
afraid that I couldn’t communicate in English. But I could communicate with people
there using the English I have studied. The host mother was so kind and she
listened to me very carefully. The meals were very different from Japanese ones.
And the way of taking a shower is also very different. At first I was puzzled by it, but
that was a good experience. At the weekend the host mother took me to the shopping
mall. I was a little nervous at first, because the clerks spoke to me in English. Later,
I could buy a lot of things using English.

At school, I talked with the students a lot. I listened to them about their hobbies,
family and so on. And I talked to them about myself, Tsubame City and Japan.
When I showed them some pictures of sushi, a rice field and so on, they seemed to be
interested in the pictures. In the English classes, the teachers who were native
speakers taught us English. Of course, the classes were in English. So I could learn
the native English pronunciation that I misunderstood. And we also took various
classes with the students there. At first I was puzzled by the classes, which were
very different from the Japanese ones. But I got used to taking classes in English.
And I could enjoy them at last. I was happy to make new friends there. They were
so positive during classes that they raised their hands and actively spoke up. I was
surprised at that. I thought it would be better for us Japanese students to be more
positive like them.

In Singapore, we did a quiz presentation about Tsubame for the members of
Niigata Kenjinkai. They really enjoyed our presentation and we enjoyed talking
with them about Singapore during dinner.

This experience is a lifetime treasure for me. I want to make use of the
experience. I really appreciate that I could take part in the wonderful tour. Thank
you very much.
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A Time Like a Dream

Rinna Shibayama
Tsubame Secondary School 2nd Grade

I had a lot of "first experiences" during the 12-days visit. I got on an airplane for
the first time. When it took off, I felt that I was floating in the air. And I was very
surprised to see the clouds out of the window. They were below me.

It was also the first time that I spent 12 days away from my family. So I was
very nervous before leaving Japan. I was afraid that I couldn’t talk about what I
wanted to say or what I felt. I wondered if I could communicate with the students in
Australia using English. I still felt like this when we got to the school there. Of
course all of the people there spoke English. So I was in an environment which was
full of English. I communicated with the students there in English. I especially
communicated a lot with the “buddy student” that had the role of taking care of me.
But sometimes I couldn't tell them what I wanted to say or understand them. When
I was in trouble, the buddy student always helped me. She talked to me slowly in
easy English. Day by day, the conversations got better and better. Thanks to her
kindness, I could enjoy myself every day.

At the home where I stayed, all of the family were very kind to me. On the first
day they had a barbecue in the evening for dinner. I ate a very big steak. After
coming back from school, they took me out to the beach. It was very large and
beautiful. The sea was different from the sea in Niigata. It was shallow for a good
distance from the shore. There I felt very special. They also took me to the mall for
shopping. We shared a lot of happy times. I made many good memories I will never
forget with my host family.

Because of this trip, I had a lot of wonderful experiences. I really appreciate the
kindness of my host family, my buddy student and the people of the "Jack and Betty
Program". I want to learn and study about foreign countries much more.

Thank you very much.
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My Current Capability

Kirari Maruyama
Tsubame Secondary School 2nd Grade

Through the visit overseas, I had valuable experiences. I could get to know a lot
about the people in Sydney, the way of life, culture and so on. And I could find out a
lot about my current capability of English as well.

Though the students there were not taught Japanese in classes at school, some
of them said, "Kon-nichiwa" to me. I was very happy to hear that. The ambience of
the classes there were very different from Japanese ones. I felt refreshed because the
students were so lively in the classes. I really enjoyed spending Morning Tea Time
and lunch time with the students there. We talked a lot while eating snacks or lunch,
and we played handball. That was an especially memorable time.

My host mother, Joe, was very kind to me. On the weekend, she took me to the
zoo and mall for shopping. I was moved by the beautiful view of the beach, where we
went one Friday evening. One evening, I was very surprised by the dinner. I ate the
meat of a kangaroo. It was so tough for me that it was difficult to eat. During meals
there was too much food for me to eat it all.

Through the experience, I learned two things. First, it is not enough to only
write English. We need to speak English to live in English-speaking countries or
communicate with the people there. Especially I found it hard to listen to the people
there and understand them. When they spoke fast, or used words I didn't know, I
couldn't understand them very well. It was very hard for me to talk with people who
didn't know Japanese at all.

Second, I found that I want to get better at speaking and listening to English.
They couldn't understand my English, because of my pronunciation. And I couldn't
understand them, because of my poor English vocabulary. I found that I had to learn
much more English.

From now on, I will make much more efforts to improve my English ability. I
will take part in English classes seriously, and try to get a higher score on the exams.
And I want to go to Australia again someday.

I appreciate Tsubame City very much for giving me this opportunity. This
experience helped me to get one step closer to the realization of my dream. Thank
you very much.
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Wonderful Experiences

Haruhi Moriyama
Tsubame Secondary School 3rd Grade

The 12 Tsubame City Goodwill Ambassadors have had wonderful experiences
during the 12 days from August 16t to August 27th, We visited Australia and
Singapore, the experiences there brought us endless surprises every day. I am going
to write about those days, the things I learned and what we did for the presentation
activities about Tsubame City.

We went to a school called "St. Mary & St. Mina's Coptic Orthodox College", and
we joined the English classes which were taught by native teachers in the morning.
In the afternoon we took various classes with the students there according to the
schedule. One of the students was called a "buddy student" who took care of me. I
was very surprised by the Morning Tea Time. It was a time to eat snacks and drink
tea or juice before lunch. I brought snacks, apples or juice which my host mother
gave me before leaving home. I also brought my lunch every day. Some of the
students buy snacks like French fries at the canteen in the school.

I was also surprised at the classes about religion. A teacher wearing black,
called a Father, talked about religion in these classes. In the class, suddenly all of
the students and teachers took their cell phones out, and looked at them. I didn't
know what they were doing, so I asked the buddy student what was happening. She
answered that they were reading the bible on their phones. So I could mostly
understand what the teachers talked about. We have never experienced a class like
this in Japan.

On the last day, we did a quiz about Tsubame City. We showed a presentation
about the appeals of Tsubame City. When we did a presentation like this at the
Consulate General of Japan in Sydney, our voices were not loud enough. But we did
this with loud voices because the students enjoyed the quiz very much. It was a very
big success.

I learned a lot through the experience. One of my objectives before leaving
Japan was to communicate positively with people there. At first, my conversations
with the people there, the students and the members of the family, were short. But
day by day they became better and better. At last I could communicate with the
people there much more positively. I am sure it will be very useful to me. But I
realized I need to improve my English vocabulary and ability to use English
expressions, because I was afraid that I couldn’t say what I wanted to say. I hope
that I can spread what I have learned there throughout Tsubame City.
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