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Exciting and wonderful 12 days
Yuri Kojima
6" grade Matsunaga Elementary School

| went to Australia and Singapore as a good will ambassador and had a wonderful
twelve days. | had an exciting time with my host family and local friends through many
kinds of activities during my nine days in Australia. In Singapore, | went sightseeing and |
felt a different atmosphere from the on e in Australia,
| will never forget these memories for the rest of my life. Now, | would like to tell you about
my great experiences and memories as a good will ambassador.

Al t hough it was the first time f oranxious,buto g
my heart was full of excitement instead. On the departure day, | took a Shinkansen from
Tsubame-sanjo station to Tokyo station, and as | was getting closer to the airport, | began to
understand the fact that | was really going abroad. At last, | got on the airplane, but | was a
little afraid when | imagined that | would soon fly high up in the sky. Contrary to my
expectations, | was deeply moved when | felt the speed of the airplane as it accelerated, and
took off in the air. It took sixteen ho urs to get to Sydney because we had to stop over at
Singapore first.

We headed to the city of Sydney from the airport to see our host families. | was excited
and nervous at the same time to meet my host family because | was not sure what kind of
people they would be. However, my host family was so friendly and talked to me with a
smile.

The good will ambassadors were scheduled to attend classes at the local school, Moor
Bank High School. First, my partner, called a buddy, who would work together with me was
announced. My buddy was Hika. She was very friendly and gentle, and she always cared
about me. Because of this, | was able to get along with her in no time. At school, | had an
English c¢class in the morning, and | gspeclher
activities in the afternoon. On the First day at school, students who were learning cooking
taught us how to bake famous Australian Anzac biscuits.

On another occasion, | went to the Sydney Olympic Park, and the elementary school
nearby. We had an exchange meeting with students there and had a good time making
Or i gami and playing Karut a. Unl i ke cl asses i
instead the students were teaching each other in the class.

| went to various places with my host famil y on the weekend. By watching animals
together, taking a walk together, and playing table tennis together, we got much closer to
each other.

As we all know, time flies when we have fun. The last day at school had come. It meant
that | had to say good -bye to my buddy, Hika and to my other friends.

During the farewell party, | kept thinking back to the moments when | had a good time
there, and made a lot of precious memories. Although | was so sad to say good bye to Hika

and other friends, | was proud of mys el f t o be able to say, 0Th
againo to them. I was also able to express
regrets.

| ©&m grateful to all those who gave me a c¢h:

me mor i es . cbnlinde actively engagimg in international exchange. Thank you so

much for your support, and for giving me such a precious opportunity. I'll keep learning
English to become able to speak English more
lot mor e.
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Supported by a lot of people
Miki  Shiobara

2nd grade Koike junior high school

| went to Australia for 12 days as a Goodwill Ambassador. And | learned and felt
many things. Itwas really nice to be able to participate in this  trip . | noticed things |
didn dmhen | was in Japan .

One of them is the importance of family. | spent 12 days without my family when
| went abroad. So, | was able to appreciate the importance of my family again. And |
made lots of memories. There are two memories that are particularly  special to me.
The first one is the 8 days spent with my host family. At dinner , | talked with them
every day while eating delicious foods they made. This time was fun because we
were able to laugh like a real family. It was a lot of fun and time passed quickly. 1 felt
lonely when | thought that | had to say goodbye to them . However, these 8 days
were not fun from the beginning. On the first couple of days of the homestay, |
coul dnodt open wup &and | imgl thodi s cfoaumia gye d
communicate well. Butfrom dinner on the third evening | spoke actively. Then | was
able to gradually open up. | thought that speaking up was important. It was a very
good experience.

My second special memory is my experience at an Australian school. At first, |
was nervous, but everyone at the school was kind, so | could get along with them .
| was glad that | made many friends , and | enjoyed it more than anything. And |
tal ked a lot to everyone. | talked about Japanese thing s and everyone's favorite
music. Every single conversation was fun, and when we parted , we were filled with
sadness.

| had such a good experience that | could not write everything here. Itis because
of my host family , David and Sabrina , and the local school, and my family, friends,
and teachers in Japan, that | could have such experiences. Thank you very much.
| was supported by a lot of people and was able to have such a wonderful time.

Thank you very m uch. Itwas fun . | will treasure those 12 days for the rest of my life .

10
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My precious memory
Serina Watanabe
2nd grade Tsubame Kita junior high school

| had a wonderful time in Australia. | ¢ atrfodget my nine days in Sydney.

| was worried a lot before I left. 0 Can | tal k 6WhaEnagvli il $h
family ©haenl mettketh@l got very nervous. But they talked to me kindly
in easy English , so | was relieved.

This was my first time to visit a foreign country. | tried hard to use English with
gestures. | had English lessons there and | listened to the teacher earnestly. | had a
hard time at first and | got homesick.  But my Japanese friends made m e feel
relaxed.

At my school in Sydney, there was a twenty -minute recess. During recess, my
partner introduced her friend to me and we ate cookies together. | also visited P.E
and technology classes there. Unlike Japane se classes, each subject has its own
classroom. It was interesting .

On Saturday and Sunday, | went to the  beach and shopping with my family in
Sydney. We had a good time together. We got closer in those 2 days. So, | felt more
comfortable. The next day, | started to enjoy my school life , and | felt the day went by
sofast Ther ef or e, | was very sad whe teavingfdrad
Singapore.

| have two things that | learned from this experience.  First is the importance of
the family. Leaving my family in Japan for 2 weeks, now | feel thankful to them. |
was also glad that my host family worried about my health condition.

Second, it is difficult to communicate with people. At school, other students
talked to me, sayyahgooHal ked b0 sl l&vasi e nc
too nervous to catch their easy English. But, | started to be able to keep talking in
English when my friends asked me questions in easy English. | also tried to do some
gestures and somehow talked in English, and my friends understood what | sa id.
While | felt how hard it is to communicate in English, | also enjoyed talking with
people in English.

| wanted to change myself through this experience.  And, now | need to challenge
myself if | really want to change myself.  From now on, | want to chall enge myself.
| want to say thank you for giving me such a wonderful opportunity.

12
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My precious 12 days
Yutai Yamada
1st Grade Yoshida Junior High School

This summer, | was able to spend a very precious time in  Australia. Before
departure, | was excit ed because it was the first time for me to go abroad. But | was
nervous and afraid, because | was worried about communicating in English.  But,
when | first met my host father, he was very kind to me. On the 1st and t he 2nd day
of the home-stay, | could not speak English well, so | was very nervous.  But, |
wanted to change this situation, | made a gesture and | tried to help my host mother
on my own. So, because my host family wrote English word s, and spoke slowly, we
became able to enjoy talking. When | gave them Japanese presents and explained
them, my host family were very glad. On the weekend, my host family took meto a
big shopping mall in the Sidney Suburbs. | wanted to bu y some presents there, so
my host brothe r helped me to search for Australia n goods and he told me about
delicious snacks. Australian vegetables were very big. For example e ggplants and
pumpkin s were three times as large as the ones in Japan. There were many
differences with Japan, so | enjoyed shopping very much.

At the school, My buddy -student, A affan was so nice to me. He introduced m e to
a lot of friends such as Jeff, Zack, P eter and others. Every student was friendly to me,
| enjoyed communicating with them.  Ms. Parlin's class was in the morning, | ate
lunch with my friends, | made some cookies and joined myb ud dy 0 d alsoiriads s .
to buy some thing s. The lessons were music, te chnology and P.E. The P.E. lesson was
about smoking. The teacher said to me &Ggd7emB8e n
sentencessmy f r i ends asdoind coeg o6o, d!séo linthealass,Iiwasal | vy
surprised at how lesson s were done. There was one question, We tried it and the
person who finished was free. |was surprised at the difference to Japanese lessons.

The 8 days in Australia passed so fast. In Singapore, we went sightsee ing to the
Merlion , and Marina Bay Sands. When we participated in an exchange meeting
called kenjinkai, we told them about Tsubame city through our presentation, and
sang some English songs together. The Japanese food was very delicious , because we
hadn® had it for a long time.

Through this overseas trip , | learned about many diff erences in culture and
living habit s. Our language s were diff erent, but | wanted to communicate m ore with
the people | met. Wanting to communicate is important, and when they understood
me, | was really glad. | want to use this positive attitude in the future.

Thanks for these precious 12days.

14
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U nforgettable Memories
Ayaka Sakatsume
3rd grade Yoshida Junior High School

| was nervous because | went abroad and participated in a home stay for the first
time. Onthe firstday, | lostmyself -conf i dence b e wadergaadwhat c ou
my host family said. Also, when my IBabt f
di dndt want to regret anything, so | buil
They listened carefully to my words and tried to understand me. After that, they
were excited to talk about my family and origami. | enjoyed the home stay from
then on. | was taken to many places such as the library and a shopping mall by my
host family. Thanks to that | made a lot of memories. It was only a short visit, but
my host family treated me like a real family. It was an enriching home stay.

Going to the local school was a good experience, too. Before meeting my buddy;, |
was worried about befriending her, but she and her friends were very kind. | became
friends w ith my buddy quickly. At lunch time, we played card games. When | was
told about the rules, they explained them to me many times in easy English. When |
took part in |l essons, my classmates said
to me a lot. | was ve ry happy. On the contrary, if a foreigner suddenly entered my
class, | couldn 't speak with them easily. So | thought Australian students were very
friendly.

On the last day, we took many pictures and exchanged presents with each other.
We were sad whenwe parted. My buddi es said OPl ease co0me
ol al so want to go to The 12 days | sSpe
fulfilling and fleeting.  All those shining and precious memories will be unforgettable
for the rest of my life. Also, this is what | have learned. | think that it is important to
speak honestly when | don't understand, and to speak as much as | can in order to
improve my English.

| want to go abroad again to study English in the future. At that time, | want to
make use of what | have learned. And while we were working on PR, | learned
things about Tsubame city for the first time. So I'll learn even more about foreign
culture as well as the culture of Tsubame and Japan next time. | was able to visit
abroad as a goodwill am bassador thanks to my teachers, my family, Tsubame city's
companies, and many more people. | appreciate all of their support and cooperation.
Thank you very much.
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What | d6ve | earnt in Australia
Haruka Tanabe
1st grade Tsubame Secondary school

| visited Australia as a Tsubame City Goodwill Ambassador. Through my
homestay, | learned about Australia.  When | met my host family for the first time, |
was very nervous. | had no idea how to talk about myself, and | felt anxiety and
confusion. Although | was very nervous and anxious, my host family welcomed me,
so | was very relieved. There are a host father, a host mother, and a dog in m y host
family.

On weekdays, | attended classes at the local school. | talked a lot with my host
family and played with their dog after school. ~ On holidays, | walked around the
nature park and went to a big department st  ore. | found that the things in the
department store were different from those in Japan. | went to Pizza Place late in
the evening and listened to the live performances of the clerks, and | went to a small
z0oo near Pizza Place. We could see many animals th ere. The most surprising thing
was that ducks and wild ducks were notinacage. They were swimming in the lake
and walking freely. 1 also saw small kangaroos. | could feel Australia through
everything | saw and heard. Each of their movements were unique a nd it was very
different from what | expected.

At the Moorbank High School, | played basketball with the students and | joined
their class. | learned lot of things about the culture of Australia. The students were
very friendly. They opened the door for us and talked to us a lot. | was very happy
because all the students welcomed me, and it made me feel very warm.  As time
passed, | made a lot of friends and got accustomed to Australian English. At school,
we had to listen to and speak only English, so I h  ad great difficulties. However, after
a while, 1 became used to the situation and felt a little happier with this "English
Onl yo6 worl d.

At the farewell party, we ate our last dinner in Australia together. | coul dndt
crying when | thought about my las t moment with my host family.  The next
morning, | said goodbye to my host family and promised to meet them again
someday.

| left for my flight to Singapore and ate Japanese food with the people from
Niigata Kenjinkal. After that, we sang a song together.

My days in Australia have become an unforgettable memory for me. | also realized
the importance of challenging myself. | will never forget this experience.
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A Wonderful Time
Yurii Fukaumi
2nd grade Tsubame Secondary school

| had an unforgettable time thi summer. | visited Sydney as an ambassador of
good will of Tsubame city and stayed there for eight days. | had mixed expectations
and anxiety about the many things that | would be experiencing for the first time
there. While short, e ven eight days can hold a wonderful experience.

The local school that took care of me was a secondary high school. It was very big
and had over 1000 students in all. | met with many students there.  They waved at
me with smiles and they understood thatlwa sJapanese s Konnhidhieleyd s ai
| felt happy in my heart.  Also, | was very surprised to have been selected to attend a
Japanese language class in the local school. And, the students spoke Japanese as
we l | as Japanese peopl e.e Il @aroru ghd p adneevseent
happy. Some of the students said, 6 | | ove Ja
had fun talking about manga with them.

Al so, the Il ocal school H @sd leaanedghatdhe éthert i1 me
local elementary sc hool that | visited to promote Tsubame city had a recess. | spent
about 30 minutes with my Buddy and her friends at recess. | had a great time. | had
fun with my friends, so | want Japanese schools to have recess, t0o.

My host family were veterans with ove r 15 years of host family experience. We
became close. It was as if | were a member of the family.  But, | was confused by their
different culture and | could not say what | wanted to convey. So, | lost motivation
and became homesick. Then | t houghtawvwé rcanbi ke this
From the next day, | spoke with my dictionary and gestures. Little by little | came to
t hi nk 0homest aMyhdstsamify likes sports.! When Wdtching sports on
TV together, | was able to talk with them  naturally. On weekends, they took me
shopping. And, | helped walk their dog. | have never had a pet, so it was my first
experience.

| found one surprising thing while walking the dog. It was a cherry blossom
treel!! Other trees had some buds on them. Australia has seasons that are the
opposite of Japan. It was just becoming spring. Because | saw a Japanese flower, |
felt very surprised and happy.

After this trip, | learned the importance of challenging new things. | learned to
not fear failure by talki ng with my host family.  This was a valuable thing to learn.
| feel grateful to have had such a wonderful experience. | am filled with wonderful
memories from this trip.
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My precious memories
Kohme Hirasawa
3rd grade Tsubame Secondary school

| had a great experience for 11 days this summer. And | made happy memories
that | can neverforget. Thi s was the greatest time | 0\
than just having fun. Before traveling to Australia and Singapore, it felt like there
was a big wall that stood in front of me.  When | met with my host family or buddy;,
the first thing | found was a 0l anguage b

In this trip, we visited a local secondary  school and an elementary school. | went
to the secondary school for 5 days, | spent the lunch break and recess with my buddy
and we took lessons together. | still remember | was so nervous that | could hear
nothing but my heartbeat when | met my buddy ont he first day of school. We
cheerfully greeted each other by saying
meet me atthattme. They asked me a | ot of quéaltio
was very sad and | felt that my English ability was insufficie nt. | regretted it.

As the days passed, | had my name called more at school. In my name there are
connected vowels, which are hard for English speakers to say. So on the first day,
was my name was rarely called correctly. | was not used to being called on, solwas a
little embarrassed. On the other hand, | was happy to become closer to my
classmates. When | thought about my c¢cl assmates,
their names wel | ? CamdIroticed aométhing. hl evas gradonallyme s ?
making a distance between myself and everyone else. | ran away from having to
communicate with others. | ran away from the language barrier between us. |
almost gave up because | was overwhelmed by so many difficult words.

However, | thought there is no such thin g as such a wall. Because | could feel
happy simply by call ilfefjf moeeaaaked whilehatkingdie n an
English. Even though | was nervous while talking, | enjoyed the interactions.

Later, we visited an elementary school and we interacted w ith the pupils by

playing jump rope. Of course | did not feel the language barrier and | could enjoy it
from the bottom of my heart. Words are not the only way to connect with people.
This was the first time | was able to experience that kind of connection with
someone. | was able to make friends who shine like the sun. | made precious
memories and they give me strength. Even now my memories with them are able to
cheer me up. And remembering them makes my heart feel warm.

| 6d | i ke to | i weanekthaekiuy day being ki
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The differences between Japan and Australia
Tomoka Myodo
3rd grade Tsubame Secondary school

| always ate the dinner my host mother ¢ ooked and talked with my friends at
school. . My time in Australia was very fulfilling

First of all, I noticed some things while  attending school in Australia . There
certainly are strong ties with people in the school. = The students ate lunch together,
regardless of their gender, and they actively talked to In Japan, the relationship
between boys and girls is not very strong , sol was very surprised to see this.

While at school, | would always see one girl while we were eating lunch. | asked
her O0Ar e vy o Abechasgshenoekeddike a Japanese person. Then, she said,
0 N6 d m Ch il dored&new why but | felt close to he r because both of us came to

Australia from different countries . Afterthat, a t eacher tol d me ¢
of races in our school because Australiaisamulti -et hni ¢ country. ol
they said. Through school life there, | learned that u nderstanding different

situations well is importan  t.

At host fammy ylbess thomesteher was very kind
dayatschool?6 ewarMy host familyds hobby was wa
was glad when we watched movies together. My best memory is of my nosebleed
incident. | had a nosebleed right after | took a shower on the first day of my
homestay. | frantically sear ched for my ti ssues$ollcailed |
for my host mother several times ,I" mother ! mother! A . She gave me tissues at once
and was very worried about my condition.  After that , | was glad to stay with my host
family there. Also | was glad to have many conversations.

| had many precious experiences. It hi nk 1 61l never have a
From now on, | want to study English very hard.
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My 9days Were Full Of Firsts
Shiori Yoshioka
3rdgrade Tsubame Secondary School

This summer, | was able to make a lot of good memories. | spent nine days in
Australia. It was my first time going abroad, my first homestay and the trip was full
of other firsts.

| felt tense and was worried at first, but ~ my host family warmly welcomed me. |
spent a relaxing ti me Wimenlgethomefom schoalme | y o6
tal ked about the dayds activitied®ndwhenl e e
finished eating dinner, | watched TV with my host fam  ily. My host family went to
their rooms every night at eight so | could have my own time.

| was surprised that some dinners had rice. One day, the dinner had noodles that

were like ramen. | felt like | was in Japan. | ate ice cream and fruit after dinner
al most every night. My host father |iked
name iIs iIice creamo. |t was funny. | enjoy

| made a lot of memories in Moorebank High School , too. We had an English
lesson in the morning every day. | was ta ught not only English but also about
Australian culture by Ms. Patricia. ~ And, interacting with my buddy Roma and other

students was very fun. | always spent morning tea and lunch with them. In
Australia, students get together and have morning tea and lunch freely. 1 1t0s
than in Japan. We ate by the tennis court sitting in a circle. | was glad that many
students said ohello!dé and oKonnichi wa! ¢

| joined my buddy. Many students talked to me and taught me about the classes.
| became friends with students in the same class as me. We talked about school in
Japan and school in Australia. It was an international exchange of ideas, too.

I wonodot forget those 9 days that I spe
special memory in my life. | learned  about the fun of international exchange through
home stay and school life. | would like to go abroad and do home stay again. From
now on |6l talk to international slwandent
to make use of this experience for my fu ture.
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Discovery
Meiko Konakawa

3rd grade Tsubame Secondary School

On this homestay trip to Australia, | made lots of discoveries. These discoveries
were special in that they could not possibly have been  made while living normally in
Japan.

When | went to Australia all of the conversati ons | heard were in English. There
were few people who understood Japanese. | needed to speak in English. At the
beginning, | could not speak for a long amount of time.  However, | regret that. So |
decided to think of what | wanted to say in my  mind first. Then | became able to
speak more easily. And, | enjoyed having daily conversations with my host family.

The second discovery was of the differences between Japan and Australia. In
local school, students enjoyed talking with each other without thinking about grades
or their different genders. In Japan, there are many students who are conscious of
the relationships between junior and seniors so it was refreshing to me that
students of different classes were able to mix freely without thinking about those
rel ationships.

The third discovery was of the difference in sanitary practices. To be honest we
see a lot of garbage everywhere in Australia. | saw a lot of gum on the road and bits
of popcorn and other food scattered everywhere. Looking at those things | wa s able
to see how beautiful Japan is. | thought that Japanese students themselves cleaning
their schools are wonderful.

It is necessary for me to come out of my shell for me to make discoveries  about
the things that | do not know. This time, | grabbed this opportunity to participate in
this event by myself. | cannot make new discoveries while trapped in my shell. From
now on, | want to continue making efforts to see the wide world and to challenge

new things.
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My other whereabouts
Honda Nodoka
3d Grade Tsubame Secondary School

| had a wonderful time in Australia. | visited and stayed in Sydney as a goodwill
ambassador of Tsubame City and learned so many things there. | am going to write
here about some of the memories | will never fo rget.

What surprised me most was that people there were very friendly. Australian
student s sai d dHdepadsed ine. Some pedpie spoka Japanese very
well. 1 was very gl adhiwadn foreega counibyK émdnl iwas very
touched by the words OHave a good timed b

Japanese animation and idols were loved by students in Australia. | was also
surprised to see how close to one another boys and girls are in school. They were
very friendly, and I di dnodt la esahool,al nvas b a
overwhelmed with the welcoming atmosphere and | was amazed at  everything .

| had an unforgettable time with my host family. My best memory was playing
cards with them. We both liked card games and played cards every night. I
managed to teach them three new card games with my English. | was very glad to
see my host mother re ally liked the games. | felt it was important to use gestures
when you try to explain something in English.

Taking a walk with my host mother is a good memory, too. After school and on
holidays, we often went to the beach and walked there. We talked a | ot about my
family or Japan while walking. My host family helped me in many ways. When |
said ol want to send postcards to Japan. oo
them, saying oNot normal cards!! 6 She wor
me when | had a stomachache. | thank my host family very much for treating me
just like family.

| am going to visit Australia again next year on a school program. | promised

them, o0l definitely wi |-nhaileaoh ether bgcause wa gani n . G
to communicate more. |106d |Iike to i mprove
host family.
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Dundee students are back to school now. Four students and Ms.
Stephanie enjoyed a great memory to visit Tsubame City during
the summer vacation.

Thank you for your kind hospitality for them. It is a wonderful

program to have Tsubame and Dunde e students to visit our
countries and our communities. They can learn about the culture

of different countries plus they can make new friendships that

might continue for the rest of their lives.

Attached is a photo of the Dundee Schools Board of Education
meeting when the Dundee delegation was honored by the

Dundee School Superintendent Edward Manuszak and members

of the Board of Education. Everyone was very pleased about the
results of the visit to Japan for these students.

Members of the delegation were a ble to make a great memory.
Please say Pthankyou R to all the people who took care of the
members of Dundee delegation fromusfor  their hardwork and
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