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My Best Memory
Koyori Yamazaki
5th grade Tsubame-nishi Elementary School

I was looking forward to my first homestay very much. I became friends with other
goodwill ambassadors through prior workshops, and felt that I wanted to go to Australia as
soon as possible.

However, once I arrived in Australia, I suddenly became uneasy when I went to my host
family’s house. I was more nervous than ever in my life, but little by little, because my host
family and teachers were kind to me, I got accustomed to the new place. My host family
took me to many places, such as a zoo, a shopping mall, and a bowling alley. All of them
became great memories for me. Every night, when I went to bed, my host mother would tell
me, “Sleep well”. So, I was able to sleep without any worries.

Going to the local school was also a good experience. In the classes, I was very happy
that a lot of classmates came and talked to me. When I could not express myself well, I tried
all kinds of methods to communicate, such as using gestures. I was also glad that I could say
“hello” to everyone both men and women, when I met them. The more I interacted with the
other goodwill ambassadors and classmates at the local school, the more I wanted to improve
my English, so I started communicating with my host family more actively. For instance,
while looking up a word which I did not understand in a dictionary, I tried hard to express
myself non-verbally. For their part, my host family, thankfully, tried very hard to understand
what I was saying. Because of this, I was able to learn the differences in lifestyle and culture
between Japan and Australia.

It was very sad to say “goodbye” to my host family. When I gave them my thank-you
letter, I was surprised that they cried with happiness. I am thankful to them that they were
so kind to me, as if I were their actual family.

I learned a lot from this experience abroad. First, to improve English communication, it
1s important to talk without being shy and to candidly ask others to repeat themselves when
I do not understand. I found that, even if I could not do well, the most important thing is to
have a positive attitude and try my best. This is important not only for learning English, but
also for everything in my daily life. I hope to take advantage of this experience and keep
studying English. By spending time overseas, even though it was a short time, I started to
appreciate my life in Japan. I realized many good things about Japan. At the same time, I
was able to learn the positives of life in Australia.

At last, I want to thank to my teachers, my family, companies in Tsubame, and the many
others involved in this program. I was able to study abroad as a goodwill ambassador
because of your strong support. Once again, thank you very much for all your support.
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Best Host Family
Yuzuki Honda
5th grade Yoshida Elementary School

I left my family for the first time to participate in this homestay. Before leaving, I was
worried about whether I could speak English and get along with my host family. On the
first day of my homestay, I didn't speak English well, so I cried out of anxiety and
loneliness. At that time, my host mother, Kellie, addressed me cheerfully and encouraged
me, saying, “we will protect you, so don’t cry.” Thanks to her, from the next day onward, I
was able to talk more proactively, and I was gradually able to communicate using gestures.

At the local school, I took English classes in the morning, and had classes with the
students from the local school in the afternoon. In English classes, my host mother, Kellie,
taught us about Australian history and culture. I was especially impressed by what I
learned about traditional Australian sweets. I actually ate a sponge cake called
“Lamington”. The chocolate inside was sweet and delicious, and I ate 4 of them. When I got
home, Kellie was worried, saying, “you ate a lot. Don’t you have a stomachache?” I was a
little embarrassed. I played handball and soccer with the local school students during the
break. I was surprised that there were many differences from Japanese school, such as
grass on the playground, a court for handball, and a shop in the school. On holidays, I
played cricket and bowling and went shopping. My host mother, Kellie, was the vice mayor
of the City of Shellharbour, where I was stayed. She was busy, so we didn’t spend much
time together. However, thanks to her, I met a minister of state when I went to watch a
cricket game, and I got to participate in a city meeting and talk with the mayor.

During my homestay, Kelly sometimes suggested I be “more active,” but she always
spoke kindly to me and relieved my anxiety. So when I said goodbye, I felt a bit lonely, and
it was hard to leave. I was able to have a valuable experience, which I wouldn’t have been
able to have, thanks to her, and I was really happy to have a homestay at Kellie’s home.

In Singapore, we interacted with representatives from the Niigata Prefecture and
Japanese Associations. We also delivered speeches we had previously given at the Tsubame
City Speech Contest. After the speech, they said, “you had a very good speech,” which filled
me with confidence.

In this trip abroad, I was able to learn many things, such as differences in culture and
lifestyle, and I understood that even if I couldn’t understand the language, I would be able
to understand it someday, if I seized the opportunity to practice whenever it arose. From
now on I want to challenge myself in various ways. Thank you very much for giving me a
very valuable experience.
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The Importance of a Challenge
Honoka Kawamura
2nd grade Koike Junior High School

I went to Australia as a goodwill ambassador. My trip there during summer vacation
was very fulfilling, and was a very precious experience. At first, I was really worried about
this trip. However, I was able to learn important things from it. In particular, the following
two things stood out to me.

First, I want to tell you about life at the host family’s house. I had to explain many things
in English, which took a lot of time. I tried to tell them about Tsubame and about my school
using simple English and gestures. My host mother tried very hard to listen to me, and she
understood my English. When I gave her a Japanese souvenir, she was very happy, which in
turn made me happy. After that, I slowly became able to communicate with my host family
a lot. On weekends, we did many things, including going to a huge mall, and watching a
dance contest my host family’s relatives participated in.

Secondly, I want to tell you about the elementary school we visited in Australia. We
played with the elementary students and learned Japanese with them. When we played tag,
a girl explained the rules. I couldn’t catch the whole explanation in English, but she told me
with gestures, so I was able to understand the rules. I also felt happy when she talked to me
with simple Japanese words like “konnichiwa”. I found that using simple language makes
communication easier. As such, I want to use simple English in order talk a lot.

In these twelve days, I learned that it is important to try, even when things are difficult.
I want to keep this lesson in mind throughout my life. Also, I want to communicate more
with foreign people. I had a great experience this summer. I'd like to say thank you to my
teachers and my family. My buddies said, “please come to Australia again,” and, “I also want
to go to Japan,” which made parting difficult, but as I left, I thought to myself, “I hope we
can see each other again sometime.”

Thank you very much.
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Important memories
Yuan Masuoka
1st grade Yoshida Junior High School

I visited Australia and Singapore as a goodwill ambassador for Tsubame City. While 1
was very excited, I was also worried because of all the new things I was going to experience.
However, my host family and the other Australians I met were very kind and actively spoke
to me, even though my English was lacking. I was touched by kindness of many people and
I had a great 9 days in Australia. There are two things I learned from this experience.

The first 1s the importance of actively communicating your intentions. I made it a goal
to actively communicate. My host family treated me like a real member of the family. On
holidays they took me to the beach, the mall, the zoo, and many other places. They taught
me about Australian animals, and sang the Australian national anthem in the car. I also
taught them Japanese songs and had a lot of conversations. We made cookies and bread
together, did origami, and had conversations.

When I first met friends from the school, they introduced themselves, talked with me,
and said "hello" in Japanese, which made me very happy. From this, I learned that even if I
can't communicate well, I've learned that I can share a lot of thoughts. I based on this
experience, I want to try to actively communicate with others.

The second thing I learned from this experience is the connection between people. When
I left my host family, my host mother asked me to stay in touch, and she shed tears and
hugged me. It felt as if, even though we were apart, we would always be together. I wasn't
expecting to value this feeling so much during a short-term homestay, so my heart was filled
with emotion and gratitude. From now on, I would like to cherish the connections between
people and spend more time with my friends and family.

I had many valuable experiences during this trip. For me, this experience has become a
very good memory and a life-long asset. I want to make use of it throughout my life. Thank

you very much for giving me such a wonderful opportunity.
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The wonderful world waited for me
Atsushi Tanabe
1st grade Bunsui Junior High School

This summer, I visited Australia and Singapore as a member of Goodwill Ambassadors
of Tsubame City. I was really looking forward to visiting foreign countries because it was my
first time abroad.

Actually, the hardest thing for me was, of course, to understand the language. Shane
and Michael were my host fathers in Australia. They were very kind and cheerful people
who spoke English very slowly for me. At first, I felt frustrated because I couldn’t tell them
what I wanted to say. So I decided to use English words that seemed possible when I wanted
to convey something. And I remembered the way I said it when my host fathers smiled and
nodded. Unexpectedly, this method worked well and they even gave me some advice on how
to say things better.

The next thing that was tough for me was to do my duty as a Goodwill Ambassador of
Tsubame City. The coordinator, Kellie, told me to smile many times at the presentation
rehearsal. I felt it very strange to give a presentation with a smile, because I had never done
that before. However I told myself many times “I'm in a foreign country. Don’t be shy”, and I
kept on smiling during my speech. As a result, I was able to give a passionate speech that
could be enjoyed by the students and teachers of the Flinders Public School. I hope everyone
in the local school wants to go to Tsubame city.

Also, what I always kept in mind during my stay was to enjoy 120% of the given
situation. I enjoyed talking with my host fathers, people living in the neighborhood, and
students and teachers in Flinders public school. I also enjoyed playing cricket with the junior
high school students that I met in the park. While I communicated with them, I realized that
I spoke English!

I strongly felt that it doesn’t matter whether or not I can do something. The most important
thing is to try. Like the speech contest last June, I kept on challenging my limit. When I
jumped in, the wonderful world was waiting for me. I want to use this experience in my
future life.

I would like to thank many people. The leaders, Mr.Hirokawa and Mr.Shinozaki, all the
teachers in Bunsui junior high school, thank you for guiding me. And especially, all the
people in Tsubame city, thank you for giving me such a wonderful opportunity.
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My precious Experience

Mayu Matsuda

2rd orade Bunsui junior high school

I will never forget the memory of those twelve days during the summer of “Reiwa.”

It was my first time to go abroad, so I was nervous. I didn’t know anything about living
in Australia. But my host family was very kind and said to me “You are a member of our
family from today. You can ask us anything you don’t know.” I thought that they were so kind
because of their culture. On the first day of my stay there, I couldn’t communicate with them.
I couldn’t understand what they said and I couldn’t say what I wanted to say in English. But
I tried to keep speaking with my translation application. As the last day approached, I was
getting used to English, so I told my host family about Tsubame city. My host family said
“The Tokyo Olympics will be held next year. We‘d like to visit Tsubame, t0o.” One day they
took me out by car.

This family had a funny custom. If they saw a yellow car, they shouted “spider!” We
competed to see who could shout it faster. It was very funny. The reason why they shouted it
was that yellow 1s a dangerous color.

When 1 visited an elementary school, I learned about Australian cultures, and
experienced classes in Australia. We studied how to write numbers in Japanese, but it was
difficult for students in Australia to write. They were interested in Japan. The following
week, they held a dance party for us. We danced and sang songs with the students who got
along with us. This event was also different from Japanese culture.

As this school overseas, classes had handouts and an electronic blackboard instead of
textbooks and notebooks. They also have break time called “snack time”. Students bring
some snacks like apples, bananas, cookies, and so on from their house, and ate them at school.
I was so surprised. It was deferent from Japanese school. Students bring their own lunch
or they buy lunch at the small store in the elementary school. There were many children
who bought lunch there.

I am very grateful for this trip that was organized by Tsubame city. Through my stay in
Australia, I experienced a lot of Australian culture. I also learned “real” English there. Now
I realise that even though we live in different countries, we can still respect each other. My
host family told me “you are always welcome at our house”. I learned that it is important to
break language barriers.

I am thankful to the Tsubame city board of education staff, the teachers who took us to
Australia, and my family, too. I'd like to use this experience to improve myself, and to help
my future career, too. Thank you.

34



KE TS 12 BE
HebgaErs 29 B LB

FIZ &> TZOUBNRED VIO TOUINEIR T LIz, BA R 7 7 U —OBEREO 1 L 2 L7z
FIINT N Z ORI TY, A—Fa LT A MR, ZOWIMHETRELSRE LI-ANE -
7o BENET, B E THREWHIZES TWDHDIFRA 77 I U —& OATETT,

FDSEE LTz — B AT A Fl TR LD~y F&fid>COVE LTz, & L TERDIITWZOF-H LT, R
R D Z EIZHOWTCEETONETHR LN T2TT, FADKRA b7 7 I U —3E %> T =728,
FHEEZIHETHLOWVWELL, BT DE, FYry B 7 TELIMBEFELTED &, L THREL
TR C L7z, — . B TIEL HAAFGEENIROE 9 FTOEET LT,

HHH, BEESETH LS TWRTIZ, BIOHZEDNRNSFEENTONE L, FUIZD
REDHEENETAT L, TORE, FAORNINL B> T DIFRYGE LT L, b L LT BB
IZENTNDDNE LIVRWERINE LTz, LrL, RA 77 I — 3RS L FENT TN, %
 OfRZ SETINE LI, 20T, B LORFKHATAI 2= —2a a5 28N T
TEL FTETHRELWR—LAT A EFEZENE LI, AR T 7 I —IUEHOKEFFH TV
EUANGE

ASRIOBERFBEOIER TELD THARD RN ZAZHNOHEE L B0 £ LT, & L THGE MR
IZ B30 F Uiz, ZOWIMIHEIIRAZ & > TRUVREMTT, X2 T IES o728 FoMEm o &
Aoy FRRORGE L S, FIEORINTTHEES LW 12 HfZB T E Lz, RYICHORE H T80
L7,

KIFX7pARA R 77 I —

35



My great 12 days with a lot of smiles

Kokoa Yugawa
2nd grade of Tsubame Secondary school

I finished my first overseas study tour. The time I spent with my host family and
goodwill ambassadors became a precious experience. I have grown up a lot through this
overseas trip and through the speech contest. The most memorable experience was daily life
with my host family.

My host family had a lot of pets. The daughters in my host family were about my age,
so we enjoyed talking about our hobbies and schools with each other. My host family had a
horse, and my host mother let me ride it. When I got used to it, I practiced galloping, and it
was a fantastic time. On the other hand, I was completely surrounded by English.

One day, while I was riding a horse, the local children started talking to me while
laughing. I couldn’t understand what was happening. I was very scared. I wondered if they
were making fun of me. However, my host family spoke to me kindly and encouraged me a
lot, so I was able to communicate with smiles, and without fear or anxiety. Finally, I was able
to have a very wonderful homestay. Now I'm full of gratitude for my host family:.

The activities I did as a goodwill ambassador gave me a chance to discover the good
points of Japan, which I didn’t notice before. Also my English ability had improved a lot. This
trip has become a treasure for me. Thanks to the people in Australia and Tsubame who
supported me, my friends, my teachers and my family, I was able to get this wonderful 12day

trip. Thank you very much.
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That I was able to grow

Michiko Okabe
3rd grade Tsubame Secondary school

The last summer of junior high school, I had many enjoyable experiences, though not
everything was good. But I feel that everything has become a driving force for the future.

First of all, when I arrived in Australia, I felt that there was a language barrier. I had
been expecting this wall, but when I think back on it again, I think that it was because of my
lack of English ability.

The clearest thing was the words said to me by my host family , “ your friends can speak
English well, but I don't understand what you are saying . ” Certainly, I also didn't
understand what my host family was saying. And there were many things I couldn't say
because of my lack of English ability. But I was trying my best to tell them. However, I had
the idea that because I was doing my best, people should recognize my effort. I think this
idea interfered with me putting in continuous effort to improve my English. I admit that
I was also childish. Since then, I was able to improve myself. I think that this experience
was beneficial because I have overcome my weakness.

I participated in this training as a third-year student, so I was one of the oldest on the
trip. Instead of relying on someone to reach the goal from the beginning, I could improve
by changing myself and the environment around me. I was able to grow more. It was both
painful and enjoyable. My first overseas training made a big impression on me, like
planted seeds that will become flowers. I want to grow every day without hesitation, in
order to make the seeds bloom next year.

This kind of training may be less fun and less beneficial to other goodwill
ambassadors. But I think it will change the foundation of my future. I would like to grow
myself even more in the future.

Thank you for your cooperation and for the training.
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Plenty of Smiles in Sydney
Kasumi Ogawa

3d grade Tsubame secondary school

I wasn’t worried, even though this was my first homestay. I was really looking forward
to it. In Sydney, I had a great time and a precious experience.

During my stay in Sydney, the best part was that there was lots of laughter everywhere,
even at school. When I ate dessert with my host father, he said "Foooo!! Yummy!!" in a loud
voice. I said "Mmm, Yummy!!" with him, too.

Also, when we went to the zoo, my father sang "We are going to the zoo > zoo > zoo D"
I danced rhythmically with him, too. Then my host mother said, "You can dance very well"
She was very kind, and I was happy that she talked to me a lot.

At the school that we visited, we joined the class of five- and six-year-old students and
did coloring. Then a boy who was sitting next to me, said "Your coloring is nice", and I
answered "Thank you, yours is nice, too." At that moment, I felt that I was able to be friendly
to everyone because there were many friendly children around me.

Another memorable time was when I was asked about Japan by my host mother. She
asked, "Will you tell me how to make Japanese potato salad?", and "Will you teach me
Japanese?"' When my host mother said that she liked my potato salad best, I was very happy.

Since then we had a lot of conversations. I learned a lot of things from my beloved host
family and I was taken to many places. Because of that, I've come to love Australia.

Now that I've finished this project, I can puff out my chest and say that I was able to
improve my English and myself far beyond my expectation.

Lastly, I want to say thank you to the people who gave us this great chance. I'm proud

that I am a student in Tsubame.

40



ZONERR
Mot 3 TR E

FNIZDE, & CHEERREREZ T2 LN TEE Lz, WO TOUWRIMNRIT L 72 - 724 RIOUENIHE
WX, BAREIZES Z8IEN0 T, mENETHLHfREC L,

HARLE DYV DENERHZHZE L7200, A=A T VT O/NFET|I L TWND EEXT L, 47—
A NZ VT OFRIL, BROFHEILD HRANRDL S THHE S U E Lz, Bil2E, BRI
7T T o TEET, RNyl T UTFORFIIANEZNENT, FABNE—LATA & LIEFX, o
KA o FpEORE L, BHLLTL—Y N2 SAMASTWE LT, BARD/NARIL, B LEAR

TIENFR2WDT, FIDITEN L2 BN bilESs - b R CExE Lz, Tbh, AL T<ITEN
T Vo az PR, 6L EVEST, < SAERE L, ETHERLI-TETY, 720 5

FEDL LD, ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ&ké5ﬁﬁfiﬁﬁé$fﬁ TN LN 2050 F1,

—o L, BREEZEFSZ LORYIE T, FUTZ o 12 AfZBRL T, AR v A 77
EEDNDDNGFNSTZZDN LET, DML, AAZRETHLT7 L R —T, KURIZEE LT TL
NWET, BHARIZIEZZ D WO FHER 20O T, DT LW E L7z, R THT-H3 TFE 9 |
EFENT T NIZEEIL, 2HEL LA IE LIS, TIMPRELS D ENTEE L, b,
HRA NP —IZHENG > TWANAGELNT 26, FAOMIWIGEZ TEICH A & LT T,
DRV LEL W L ZT L THIE L) 72T, ZFAODV LA LEIK BSZ HOET T, )
WEDDHE N Z LIRS ZEMTEE L

TOBRE ARSI LLETHZEoRUISTT, . ZoOWIMHEICSINT HicdH7c>T, 12
TPURZTEST=Dn, RARTZ7 7 IV =BT HNDENEND) ZETLE, LML, A—LATA
DIEE S TT I, HELE ST IR DSZXE LT, FAORA 77 I U —, IO TERo7RIT, &
WINHHRT-DHIO L HIZFEO—BE L TELTINE Lz, FAOZ &2 ETHRUIMITTINT, K
WIZBONZ L THBWE LT, va vy B 7, BBQ 72 &, 72< SADOBANTEN T - T i
T, RAR 77 IV =N T, < SABWVENRTEE L,

Z LT, FUIAEIDOIREFETEN LI/ 2VMEERZ LE Lz, ZiUd. B SAR— R &2dk<F &
IRFREZ L TCLE ST EZDZ LTT, RLERED | %RIE T2 > TV DRE, OBERFED
RA RSP —T2HH B2 B FE2NT RN oHE LT NT, e TRLTNE L,
LI JHOM -T2 & XL, BEFOKFFH TN E LTz, BODZ ED L HIZ—HEIZEZEATL
NAEA—ARZVTONHER T, EREEZEATH, ADENSITEDLRNT &KL, FEL
F L7, RS ZARRIC, ADT=DIZ—ARMI 2N DB NIZ72 D e E N E Lz,

FAZE ST, ZD 12 HREIZ, A 72FZORERENH 72, E TCTHRELFEITCLZ, F7-. EBES
LWHENERBUWENH 72K SATEE Lz, BT, SRIONREFE CHEATLZ L2 20D
WZAENPLTWNTD LD, ZOEERERREZLNCEDLENHI\mIT L TNE 720V TT,

e
\ o

*j‘X R bR Y L S < —F A Y XOFT

41



My Learning and Discovery
Sachi Nishimura

3rd grade Tsubame secondary school

I had a valuable experience this summer. This overseas training was my first trip abroad.
In Australia and Singapore I experienced something new every day because the cultures of
foreign countries are different from Japan.

The place where I felt this cultural difference the most was the school in Australia. I felt
that the Australian school’s rules are more free than Japanese schools. For example,
students bring a packed lunch from their homes. Different students’ packed lunches have
different foods in them. My host family’s pack lunch had sandwiches and many snacks and
fruits. One Japanese school’s rule is “Don’t eat snacks,” so at first I was surprised to see
the children playing and eating snacks at school. But I became used to the environment and
I played a lot with the children, eating an apple on school grounds. It was very fun. Also, 1
have learned two things in the environment where languages, cultures and many other
things are different:

First, I learned the importance of being positive. I now understand why foreign people
think “Japanese people are shy” through spending 12 days in Australia. They were very
friendly, so they talked to me casually. At first, I was a little confused because we don’t do
that in Japan. But after a while, when students said tome “Let’s play?” I answered brightly,
and I was able to become friends with them quickly. Then, when I took the plunge and talked
to my host mother about even small things happening to me in Australia, she listened
politely to my poor English. And when our talk continued, I was happy. With these
experiences, I noticed that if I had a little courage to get out of my comfort zone, something
changed.

The second thing I learned was the importance of kindness. Before I started this
overseas training, my only fear was “Can I quickly get close with my host family?” But I
noticed that fear was unnecessary soon after the home stay started. My host family treated
me like a real family member from our first meeting. They were very kind and they were
always concerned about me. They took me to a lot of places. For example, shopping, the zoo,
a BBQ and so on. Thanks to them, I made a lot of good memories.

Then, I had an experience in this training that I will never forget. It was the time I
carelessly lost my passport. Not only my host mother but also all other goodwill ambassadors’
host mothers hugged me and spoke to me in their tender voices. Moreover they did all they
could to find my passport. At last my passport was found, and I couldn’t thank them enough.
When I saw that Australian people are genuinely friendly, I really felt the warmth of others
beyond Japan’s borders, and I was deeply moved. I thought I want to become a kind person
like them, who works very hard for other people.

These 12 days were a valuable time for me, because I esuld learned and discovered
various things. Also, I had many wonderful meetings and nice memories, too. I want to spend
my life keeping these valuable experiences in my heart and make use of what I have learned
on my overseas training for my future.
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My special memory

Aol Hasegawa
3rd grade Tsubame secondary school

During the last summer of my junior high school days, I was able to make very special
memories. My first homestay, my first foreign friends, and my first vegemite. I was able to
learn and experience a lot of things through this trip. I have many good memories. I can’t
write all of them on this paper so I will write two of the most impressive things.

First, the differences between Japan and Australia. Not surprisingly, the two countries

have many differences. We could feel it straightaway when we arrived in Australia. The
weather was perfect even though it was winter there. There was no cloud in the blue sky.
People were lying on the beach and relaxed. That made me very excited. The big difference
between the two countries is not only about atmosphere but also about people’s character.
I don’t try to talk with exchange students actively when foreign students come to our school
in Japan. Maybe, I would be shy. However, students in Australia said “konnichiwa!” to us
every day. Also, they were dancing without any hesitation if music was played even though
it was class time. There was nobody who stared at them coldly. They were expressing their
excitement for the music with their bodies; not only the children, but also the adults. I think
being shy is not only in my character, but also the whole atmosphere of society in Japan.
Japanese may feel embarrassed first, but even Japanese can surely enjoy expressing our
excitement with our bodies. It is a very nice culture. I think Japan should follow it. I hope a
day such as “The day the dancing party made the obstinate boss smile” will come to Japan
someday.

The second thing I want to talk about is talking with my host family. On the first day, I
lost heart. I could not understand their English at all. “Slowly, slowly, please” my host
father spoke to me many times. I said him “slowly, slowly, please.” and he spoke slowly again.
However, I could not understand what he said. After that, I said “pardon?” four times and
then he gave up. This matter made me anxious, but it was just the first day. Later, I could
feel that I was growing every day during the nine days of homestay. I didn’t understand
English perfectly and my English was just broken and poor. However, it seemed we could
communicate just using emotions. I realized that this was how we could communicate with
each other, and we didn’t have to speak perfectly to communicate with each other.
Nevertheless, I thought “if only I knew more words...” “If only I could speak English more
fluently...” many times during this trip. So, I want to study English more.

I will visit Australia again on a school trip next year. I want to do my best to improve my
English with that goal in mind.
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A Very Valuable Experience

Rin Kato
2nd Grade Niigata Daiichi Junior High School

I visited Australia and Singapore as a goodwill ambassador this summer. I was able to
see, hear, and learn new things, and was able to have a very valuable experience.

The first thing I want to talk about is how I was touched by the gentleness of the people
in Australia. When I was walking at the school, many students talked to me, saying, "Hello."
and "Hi, Japanese student!!" The students were very friendly, and we played tag, drew
pictures together, and we became good friends immediately. When I went shopping with my
host family, a shop worker gave me a discount, and some people asked me "Where are you
from?" When I answered that I'm Japanese, they talked about Kyoto and the Tokyo Olympic
Games. I was very glad that they knew about Japan. The second thing I want to talk about
1s that I was able to notice my potential. Before departure, I was very nervous about whether
or not I would be able to speak English. But when I had confidence and used my English to
the best of my ability, I could communicate more than I thought. I realized that I can do it if
I try. The conversation with my host family became lively, and they treated me like family. I
had a sense of achievement from using English during the homestay.

Through this experience, I discovered a whole new world and learned a lot about myself.
And I was glad that I worked hard with the other goodwill ambassadors to the end. After
coming back home, I think "something" changed inside myself. I am really glad that I was
able to work as a goodwill ambassador. I will never forget these twelve days in Australia for

as long as I live. I'd like to be an adult who can spread their wings and fly into the world.
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