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Ashes, Ashes, We All Fall Down

Every day | turn on the news. Every day | hope that
it will not show me one thing. | hope it will not show
me smoke pouring out of the ruins of what was once a
person’s home. Their hopes and dreams reduced to a
pile of cinders. Alas, this week that hope has been
dashed for, as many of you know, | am from California.

As | sit down to write this, half the state is burning or
burnt. My deadline is a week overdue, and | simply do
not have the wherewithal to care. | am sick, | have
been so busy working that | haven’t even had the time
to wash the dishes which have been sitting in my sink
for the past week, and one of the more violent fires
raging through my home country is currently raging
through my home town.

Yes, as with so many of my fellow Californians, | too
have been touched by the flames. My childhood home
has been consumed by the fires, as with the dreams of
countless others. | am one of the lucky victims, for the
house no longer belongs to my family, having been sold
a few years ago. However, there is no denying the
discomfort of realizing your childhood home - that
place which fills your memory with images of friends
and family, of long nights talking and laughing at table,
of joys, of woes — has been lost to the flames.

Fire is no stranger to California. When the leaves
change color, it is the season for apples and sweaters,
but also for evacuations and plumes of smoke. We
know these dangers, but we stay just the same, because
itis our home. My own town has been evacuated every
summer for many years, but the fires had always been
evaded. For most of my town, this is happily still the
case. While this was one of the houses lost, a great
many more were saved.

It wasn’t a very pretty house. It wasn’t a luxurious
house. But it was my house, and it fills my memory
stil. ~ So a heartfelt p& o e ! T
farewell to the place | #
called “home.” Although
I had not seen it for
many years, it will still
be sorely missed.

by Alan Horn (75> « x—>)
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